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2. ¢ Australia will recognise a Palestinian state at the UN
General Assembly in September, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said on Monday.
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SC fixes dates to hear pleas
challenging talaqg-e-hasan

The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to hear
from November 19 a batch of petitions
challenging the practice of talag-e-hasan as
unconstitutional. Talag-e-hasan is a form of
divorce among Muslims through which a man
can dissolve a marriage by pronouncing the word
talag once every month over a three-month
period. A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and

SC fixes dates to hear pleas
challenging talag-e-hasan

ATH-T-gH HI el T aTelt
i3t Y gerars$ & fAw sc &
GIRECIGE K|

. e The Supreme Court on Monday
agreed to hear from November 19 a batch

of petitions challenging the practice of
talag-e-hasan as unconstitutional.

o FHIA FIE A WHAR FI 19 A § TelTH-T-
& T TUT I AN AT §U et &
aTell AT & Teh Hag T GoTdTs el TR HEATT TS |

o o Talag-e-hasan is a form of divorce among Muslims through which a man can
dissolve a marriage by pronouncing the word talaq once every month over a three-
month period.

o TATH-T-HA HAAATAL H TTolleh T Teh el &, FoTHeh ATETH @ Teh I3 cllet 7Lt
Fr 373 7 T ALY Teh IR a1 2T 3TATRA hleh TddTg HTCT Y bl &

e o A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi issued notice and sought
the views of the National Commission for Women, National Human Rights
Commission and National Commission for Protection of Child Rights.

o ST ¥ Fie 3R AT AtgwTeT arerEh & 9 7 Aifed IRy R 3
TSET ARAT ITANT, TET ATTATAHR HANT 3 T qTer IFAFR TI&TOT 37T &5
fam AR

Joymalya Bagchi issued notice and sought the
views of the National Commission for Women,
National Human Rights Commission and National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights.
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Australia ‘will recognise’

Palestini

BCS

Agence France-Presse
CANBERRA

Australia will recognise a
Palestinian state at the UN
General Assembly in Sep-
tember, Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said on
Monday.

“A two-state solution is
humanity’s best hope to
break the cycle of violence
in the Middle East [West
Asia] and to bring an end
to the conflict, suffering
and starvation in Gaza,” he
told reporters in Canberra.

“Australia will recognise
the right of the Palestinian
people to a state of their
own. We will work with the
international community
to make this right a reality.”

He said that Australia’s
decision was predicated on
reassurances from the Pal-
estinian Authority that
there would be “no role for
the terrorists of Hamas in

Following suit: Anthony Albanese, right, and Foreign Minister

an state at UNGA

=

Penny Wong at a press conference in Canberra on Monday. AP

any future Palestinian
state”.

‘Shameful’
Israel’s Ambassador to
Australia, Amir Maimon,
said the decision was sym-
bolic, rather than “genuine
progress towards peace”.
“Let us be clear: this de-
cision will not change the
reality on the ground,” Mr.
Maimon said.

Just hours earlier, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu criticised inter-
national calls to recognise
Palestinian statehood, say-
ing it would “not bring
peace, it will bring war”.
“To have European coun-
tries and Australia march
into that rabbit hole, just
like that, fall right into it
and buy this canard is dis-
appointing,” he said.

Australia will recognise a
Palestinian state at the
UN General Assembly in
September, Prime
Minister Anthony
Albanese said on
Monday.

o s Feren Fire ﬁ_.o
IS AGTHAT & fpfaredi=
U Y ATIAT T,
YTTHAT TG reaater o
HIHAR S Fell

e “A two-state solution is
humanity’s best hope to break the

cycle of violence in the Middle East [West Asia] and to bring an end to the
conflict, suffering and starvation in Gaza,” he told reporters in Canberra.

3egiel Sheta T H THHRT § FT, "N-UT FATUT 7 qd [qfResr vl 7 far & a5
& arsa AR e A Fuy, 957 3R @A F FACT T F AT ATEar Y w9h S

e gl

e e “Australia will recognise the right of the Palestinian people to a state of their own.
We will work with the international community to make this right a reality.”

“Hreeforar fRfardidt aar & 319a T & ISR T AIAT SIM| & 3T ITUDRR

AR Tdehell SeTlel & fTT TRTSERT HHCTT & HTY e HLT|”

o o He said that Australia’s decision was based on reassurances from the
Palestinian Authority that there would be “no role for the terrorists of Hamas in any
future Palestinian state”.

3o61eT ohgl foh TEeToraT 1 oot fefarediet milrevor & 38 3mearas W 3maRa & &

TerdlT off s1fasar & ThTerECell T 7 §ATH & JTcIhalicl s IS ${fHehT 18T g1l |
e e Israel’s Ambassador to Australia, Amir Maimon, said the decision was symbolic,
rather than “genuine progress towards peace”.

SIS & ATESToraT 7 ot AR AR o gt o g AT weliemrertss &, o fos “anifar
Fr 3R arEdfas geria” |
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o o “Let us be clear: this decision will not change the reality on the ground,” Mr.
Maimon said.

“Tqse gY S0 g 0T STl gehrehd ol oTeT sgolam,” 4l HaAYeT o FaT|

« e Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticised international calls to
recognise Palestinian statehood, saying it would “not bring peace, it will bring war”.

SoIIgell TUTAH SSATAT AT o T I T AT AT Y ARG et
@rmwaﬁr,ugmgcﬁ;m“%ﬁ%aﬁm,wm’l

o o “To have European countries and Australia march into that rabbit hole, just like
that, fall right into it and buy this canard is disappointing,” he said.

3egiet ohel, g et 31X e foraT o1 58 e 7 GHaT, W 399 A e ik 3w

10 I AT olell fA2MTaTeTeh § 1"

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Why can’t Army deploy women to fight terror, asks SC
FIT AET VAT ATTATIT Y ATAFAIE W A5 F AT AT FT
T, gl FIE F goT

2. A Court ruling with no room for gender justice
dfrF I F T F1$ TUTT o I@S ITAT Th AT T
oot

3. Bringing them home
3e¢ E AT9H AT

4. Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily
quiz
Rod e 6 3ot Fasr F e 3R 3w

5. Colombia presidential candidate dies after shooting at
a June rally

FrAfaAT & Aol g & 3FAGaR Y 567 Yot & Mefardt
& 91 Al
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Why can’t Army
deploy women to
fight terror, asks SC

...........................

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked why the Ar-
my cannot deploy women
officers to counter terror
and insurgency in an emer-
gency if other Services
such as the Air Force sent
women behind enemy
lines by fighter jets, heli-
copters and parachutes.

The question came in a
judgment pronounced by a
Bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Manmohan,
which struck down a poli-
cy of the Army restricting
the appointment of wo-
men officers to the Judge
Advocate General (JAG)
branch. The women candi-
dates were represented by
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan.

The Bench said a policy
bifurcating candidates on
the basis of gender and re-
serving more posts for
men did not meet the stan-
dards of law.

The judgment authored
by Justice Manmohan clari-
fied that the court was not
imposing its views on the
Army, but implementing
the Constitution and the
mandate of law. “No nation
can be secure when half of
its population its women
force] is held back,” Justice
Manmohan observed.

It directed the Union go-
vernment to publish a
common merit list for all
JAG candidates, men and
women, and make the
marks public.

The top court dismissed
the Union government’s ar-
gument that the JAG
branch consisted of “exclu-
sively combatant person-
nel” as they were a reserve
for mobilisation.

The court said this con-
tention ran contrary to the
right of women to form
part of all combat support
arms services. It further
violated the right of wo-
men to be treated as equals
in all aspects of their em-

i, R
Women soldiers of the Indian
Army patrol an area in Kupwara
district, J&K.PTI

ployment in the Army. Be-
sides, the court noted that
with a strength of over 1.4
million active personnel
compared with just 285
JAG officers, it would be an
extreme stretch to claim
that women ought to be
excluded.

The court said the
Centre’s argument that wo-
men officers were not de-
ployed for counterinsur-
gency or in counter-terror
forces as they were “not ex-
pected to discharge the
role of combatants in case
of armed conflicts” had no
legislative sanction or
basis.

Justice Manmohan said
there was no restriction in
other armed forces on the
appointment of women in
combat posts.

The Air Force has conti-
nually opened new combat
roles for women as fighter
pilots and helicopter
pilots.

“When women officers
like Captain Ojaswita Shree
of the elite Parachute Air
Defence Unit, Major Dwi-
pannita Kalita of highly
specialised airborne medi-
cal unit of the Army and
Flight Lieutenant Shivangi
Singh (pilot of Rafale jet) of
the Air Force can operate
behind enemy lines with
all expected risks, why wo-
men officers in times of
emergency cannot be de-
ployed for counter-insur-
gency or in counter-terror
forces or attached to infan-
try/artillery units,” the top
court questioned.

Why can’t Army deploy women to fight
terror, asks SC

FIY AT AT ATFA3MT F ITdHaIG A TS5 &
frT darra T Fhdl, golter 1€ A qor

. The Supreme Court on Monday asked why the
Army cannot deploy women officers to counter terror
and insurgency in an emergency if other Services
such as the Air Force sent women behind enemy lines
by fighter jets, helicopters and parachutes.

e FIE o WHAR T o7 6 79 37 FaTT S ag@an Afgar
HTRRIRET &l o151 fIATET, gefterieet 3R 4RE & SRV gerst
T HIAT3T S U1 ST Fehcll &, AT BT JTATcThTel H A3 i
3MTcishare 3R fgle & fadest & fow &2t 81 et e el

. The question came in a judgment pronounced by a
Bench of Justices Dipankar Datta and Manmohan, which
struck down a policy of the Army restricting the appointment of
women officers to the Judge Advocate General (JAG)
branch. The women candidates were represented by senior
advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan.

Ig HaTel #ATA3fet SIATHT &1 3R ATHIgT S NS GaRT fow 1w
T thael # 31T, TTA# AT 6T 39 AT Sl Yag Y 6dr T
foreer Afga Rt T gfra i Fae sior vsaldhe Jave
(JAG) T o Tiffd & T ar| Afgem 3#gan’ &
gfafaftica aRse faear Murer AR = R

. The Bench said a policy bifurcating candidates on the
basis of gender and reserving more posts for men did not meet
the standards of law.

U5 o gl foh ToIeT 3 YR W 3FAIGART & faHToid et 3R
&S & ToIT 318 Ue IRTET et T ATl Slefet & HeTohl T
Tl AET ST

. The judgment authored by Justice Manmohan
clarified that the court was not imposing its views on the Army,
but implementing the Constitution and the mandate of law.

“No nation can be secure when half of its population (its women
force) is held back,” Justice Manmohan observed.

AHfS ATAGA caRT T o & Fose faar o f&

3eTelel 379aT I HAT TR A1 LT & §, Sioeh AT 3N FTefet & TS T AT T LT
e FATHIT AT o gl ‘S oY Asg T GBI 6T 81 HebclT ST 3FehT 3Tely Ty
1A AT erfeFd r AT FATT|”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

It directed the Union government to publish a common merit list for all JAG
candidates, men and women, and make the marks public.

S8 g TSR 1 e fGm o @8l JAG 3#oieant, gew 3R Afger, & fow s
AT ART Tl G Y 3R 3o AdoIfeieh |
The top court dismissed the Union government’s argument that the JAG branch

consisted of “exclusively combatant personnel” as they were a reserve for
mobilisation.

gafea =R o g, TR & 5T doh ol WIS T 6T 7 JAG emEr & “[Ady &9 &
Jerdh FHA Bt § Fifeh I ey & forw AR g €
The court said this contention ran contrary to the right of women to form part of all

combat support arms services. It further violated the right of women to be
treated as equals in all aspects of their employment in the Army.

37eTeld o gl b T doh ATt & it FiFde OIS 3= Aa3it &1 frar saa &
ISR & AU &1 TE Q1 H ARG &1 3oTeh V1o o T TEof3il 7 FHT chaeN
FT & ORI T 3 SoorasT HLar &

Besides, the court noted that with a strength of over 1.4 million active personnel
compared with just 285 JAG officers, it would be an extreme stretch to claim that
women ought to be excluded.

S 3TelldT, 3feleld o =le & fo 14 @ & 31t Afshar HiFDT 1 Jofal & dhaer 285
JAG 3fRRAY & T1Y, I S1aT el foh AT T dT8X IW@T AT A1feT, Hcaften
IR B
The court said the Centre’s argument that women officers were not deployed for
counterinsurgency or in counter-terror forces as they were “not expected to discharge

the role of combatants in case of armed conflicts” had no legislative sanction or
basis.

37CTeld of gl b he, T T dh 1o Afgel ITUHRIRAT T ITcdhdTe-el AT TAgIg-Tedr
ol 7 AT STgT TR SITelT Fifeh 318 e HaY & ATH H e i 3ffaenT fosie
&I 3198 TET T AT — SHEHT i denfaw IR 81 81

Justice Manmohan said there was no restriction in other armed forces on the
appointment of women in combat posts.

ATt AARNGA o e foh 3T TUATH Feil & ATGAT3T b1 Fierae &l W g W
IS ITiee 71eT g

The Air Force has continually opened new combat roles for women as fighter pilots
and helicopter pilots.

AT A A3 o AT oI51e; Trrere AR gefiehice UrIele o §9 # 9N w7
FiFsc AT Tl 8

“When women officers like Captain Ojaswita Shree of the elite Parachute Air
Defence Unit, Major Dwipannita Kalita of highly specialised airborne medical unit
of the Army and Flight Lieutenant Shivangi Singh (pilot of Rafale jet) of the Air
Force can operate behind enemy lines with all expected risks, why women officers in

times of emergency cannot be deployed for counter-insurgency or in counter-terror
forces or attached to infantry/artillery units,” the top court questioned.

“STe Yrefe TR 3w gfere i deeet sneifaar A, @ i srcaftes fafse waEt
AfSerel Piote H AR gfufesar Hfaar 3 argd@ar 1 Tther drree warge AfFede
fRrareft fig Sl wfger s @elt srfara TRt & ara geaer it desit & Ji w
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HT bl &, dl TR S AT ATRT3IT &Y 3TTdehare-el a1 fags-0eh st 7 ar
Yoo AAT/AIETeY SHISAT H FAT 8T oAl ThdT ST TehdT,” AT #TATTT o TATel

|

A Court ruling with no room for gender justice

n its judgment, Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib

Bansal, that was delivered in late July, the

Supreme Court of India has effectively

endorsed the suspension of the arrest or
coercive action under the anti-cruelty law in
Section 498-A of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code
(IPC). Apart from being predicated on false
premises, the judgment sets a dangerous
precedent for both criminal justice and gender
equality.

In many marriages, women suffer great levels
of inequality. Apart from being discriminated
against and stereotyped, they also face
harassment and violence including torture. To
redress violence in the domestic sphere, the
Parliament has brought in laws such as Section
498-A in the IPC in 1983. Section 498-A IPC
(Section 85 of the new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita)
penalises cruelty against women, by her husband
or his relative with imprisonment for three years
and a fine. Cruelty is defined wide enough to
include dowry harassment and driving the
woman to suicide or injury to life or health.

The statement of objects of the Amending Act
which brought in the law has underlined the need
to expand the scope of the law to apply to all
kinds of cruelty within marriage. This was done
in the wake of a large number of dowry deaths
and also noting that cruelty cases “culminate in
suicide by, or murder of, the helpless woman
concerned, constitute only a small fraction of the
cases involving such cruelty”. Penal legislation
such as the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 were
enacted to operate harmoniously with other laws
enacted for violence against women. Therefore,
Parliament, as the policymaker, after legislative
deliberation and study, has chosen to enact the
anti-cruelty law in this particular socio-cultural
context.

Blanket protection from arrest

However, it is without properly appreciating
these social realities that the Allahabad High
Court directed that no arrest or coercive action
must be taken against the accused persons for a
‘cool-off’” period of two months from the
complaint. It also directed the district-level
constitution of family welfare committees, to
which cases are directed to be transferred to.
These directions are now endorsed by the
Supreme Court, amounting to a temporary but
blanket protection for the accused from arrest or
coercive action, when it is permitted by the
criminal law.

Importantly enough, this was done in an
individual dispute without examining in detail the
socio-political implications of such a suspension.
Nor was the State government heard in elaborate
detail - at least going by the top court’s judgment

Thulasi K. Raj

is a lawyer at the
Supreme Court
of India

With the top
court’s selective
suspension of
the anti-cruelty
law, victims of
cruelty have
been made
more
vulnerable
under the
Jjustice system

- before approving the suspension concerning a
central criminal enactment. As a result of the
judgment and its binding nature, even when
there is overwhelming evidence of this serious
crime, no arrests can be made by the police for at
least a period of two months after its filing. This
move also places a chilling effect on the
complainants, who are otherwise already
disadvantaged and discouraged from filing police
complaints. The safety of the complainant is also
severely put to risk. Further, the delay and
inaction of the police in a proper investigation of
complaints pertaining to ‘problems inside
marriage’ are also legitimised by the judgment.

Now, it might be true that family law
jurisprudence in the country could improve with
alternate dispute resolution mechanisms such as
mediation, rather than adversarial litigation.
There is substance in the general argument that
in cases of divorce or custody of children,
conciliatory and effective resolution is more
desirable than a long adjudicative process. Family
cases are also highly sensitive and emotionally
charged, which makes them much more suitable
for the former than the latter. These aspects do
not, however, apply when serious allegations of
violence are made which come under the ambit
of the penal law.

The question of ‘misuse’

The narrative of ‘misuse” of the anti-cruelty law is
often heard in popular discourse. Unfortunately,
the Supreme Court itself has echoed a similar
sentiment in a series of cases. In Preeti Gupta and
Anr. vs State Of Jharkhand and Anr. (2010), the
Court held that several cases which are not bona
fide are filed under this provision. In Sushil
Kumar Sharma vs Union Of India and Ors. (2005),
the Court even said that “by misuse of the
provision a new legal terrorism can be
unleashed”. In Arnesh Kumar vs State Of Bihar
and Anr. (2014), the Court already issued strict
guidelines before arrest in anti-cruelty cases. It
directed “the State Governments to instruct its
police officers not to automatically arrest when a
case under Section 498-A of the IPC is registered
but to satisfy themselves about the necessity for
arrest under the parameters” under Section 41 of
the earlier Criminal Procedure Code which deals
with appearance before police officers. Such
guidelines have already rendered police action
difficult.

Yet, before the Court, apart from individual
allegations, there is no concrete empirical data
with evidence of any such ‘misuse’ of the
anti-cruelty law. Every time the Court is faced
with a dispute, it pertains to individual facts and
counter versions. Being a complex social
problem, this is also an area where the Court has

much less institutional competence to conclude
that there is overall ‘misuse’. To venture into the
terrain of legislative wisdom, therefore, is outside
the corners of judicial expertise.

One of the arguments often used is the
allegedly low conviction rate in such cases, which
is around 18% as per the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data in 2022. This means that
almost one out of five cases leads to conviction,
which is much higher than those in several other
offences. Even otherwise, a low conviction rate
does not automatically translate into the misuse
of the law. In a society such as ours, with
close-knit and dominating family relationships, it
is attributable to various factors such as the
problems in investigation, systemic bias and
social and familial pressure on the woman to
settle matters. The requirement of family
members having to testify in criminal court is a
daunting task. Moreover, there is a high burden of
proof of ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ in criminal
cases in addition to the difficulty in finding
evidence for violence in intimate spaces.

Survey findings

The NCRB recorded that at least 1,34,506 cases
were registered under the law in 2022. The
National Family Health Survey-5 has reported the
ground reality — that there is a gross
under-reporting of violence against women in
several States. The rising number of cases, a
report by the women’s centre Humsafar said,
“may be attributed to growing awareness among
women about the law”. Therefore, to draw
conclusions of widespread misuse from
individual cases “reflect institutional bias that
exists within the criminal justice system” (A
comprehensive study on the efficacy of Section
498-A).

Now, even if we assume that there are false
cases filed under the law, the potential for misuse
is inherent in any law. The veracity of the
allegation under any criminal complaint can only
be determined upon a proper investigation. Now,
by selectively suspending the anti-cruelty law, the
Court has made the victims of cruelty much more
vulnerable than ever under India’s justice system.
To subject certain criminal provisions to a more
rigorous test than the others also has effects on
the uniformity and the consistency of the
criminal law.

The Court itself reiterated in Sushil Kumar
Sharma (2005), wherein the constitutional
validity of this very law was under challenge, the
settled legal principle that misuse of a law is no
ground to strike it down. Now, it has acted exactly
against this idea, making rigid the possibilities of
victims of cruelty to aspire for any meaningful
semblance of justice.

A Court ruling with no room for gender justice

dAfF I F AT FI TATT 7 IW ITAT TF AT T Hory

Supreme Court Ruling in Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal

Rrarel d8e g WIfed §0 H gafea =TT F1 haer

e Inits judgment, Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal, that was delivered in late July,
the Supreme Court of India has effectively endorsed the suspension of the arrest or
coercive action under the anti-cruelty law in Section 498-A of the erstwhile Indian
Penal Code (IPC).
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TS & 3 A fow a1 Rapeft dwer qam wfge dwer & ool #, 4R & wafea
AT A Id HRAT &3 €T (IPC) Fr URT 498-T & g FREaRY A1 SraRged it
FRATE FI THTET §F I TAcifad et o T@da fohar gl

Apart from being predicated on false premises, the judgment sets a dangerous
precedent for both criminal justice and gender equality.

SIS TR W1 TR glet & 37errar, g el s =4 3R Ao garerar aat

& fIT U @alaTTah [AETeT IR T 2

In many marriages, women suffer great levels of inequality. Apart from being
discriminated against and stereotyped, they also face harassment and violence
including torture.

s faargr 7, ARATT MR IWATAGT SNercT & | Aedg 3R FReardr yrRon3t & 3rerar, 9
3cdiser 3R T (e arger ofr enfaer §) &1 areer s &1

To redress violence in the domestic sphere, the Parliament has brought in laws
such as Section 498-A in the IPC in 1983.

e & 3 T A1 g el & TIT, WHE o1 1983 3 IPC 3 4RT 498-T 51 HlfeT ol
Loyl

Section 498-A IPC (Section 85 of the new Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita) penalises
cruelty against women, by her husband or his relative with imprisonment for three
years and a fine.

IPC &Y &RT 498-T (7S HRAT =TT TIRAT I &R 85) Al & Ty 1 38% R2deR
AT T 37 AT 1 elleT AT T he 3R AT ST el &1

Cruelty is defined wide enough to include dowry harassment and driving the woman
to suicide or injury to life or health.

ST ShT TIHTNT H Ggol 3cdISel, Higell 1 HTcHGAT o ToIT FHSTSY T, AT Siiaer AT
TR T JH AT TETAT LAMA T
The statement of objects of the Amending Act which brought in the law has

underlined the need to expand the scope of the law to apply to all kinds of cruelty
within marriage.

SH STofe] Bl AT il aTlel HeATEreT HTATAA & 32Tl & Forded & Ig (Wifehd T &
fp faraTe & ST 8T YR Y AT TR HTsfel T GRIT TGTo1 ShT HTaRThdT ¢ |

This was done in the wake of a large number of dowry deaths and also noting that
cruelty cases “culminate in suicide by, or murder of, the helpless woman concerned,
constitute only a small fraction of the cases involving such cruelty”.

TE heH ST HEIT H E& §AI 3R $H TLF T &I H TG §T 31T I fh ¥l
F ATH HFOT “HTcAgdT AT NET ATRa A g H FATCT 219 &, S O ATHSAT &1
haol Ueh SleT fZEaT g

Penal legislation such as the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 were enacted to operate
harmoniously with other laws enacted for violence against women.

goor forder srfafaaa, 1961 S dtere ST 1 Afgemsit & e T @ gafta
3T FIeall o WY AHSTEIYUT §G § AT A o [T FIram ar|

Therefore, Parliament, as the policymaker, after legislative deliberation and study,
has chosen to enact the anti-cruelty law in this particular socio-cultural context.

SafIT, e o Nfa AaATar & &0 &, Rurh fear-Rwe 3R sreaws & 91, 3@ @Ay
AT F- AP s Hest 7 38 RAN-FIaT Fefet A1 o19] 4 1 AT fora|
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Blanket protection from arrest

faRrerardy @ ot wwator

However, it is without properly appreciating these social realities that the Allahabad
High Court directed that no arrest or coercive action must be taken against the
accused persons for a ‘cool-off’ period of two months from the complaint.

gTeTifoh, ST WO aEdfaF a3t & Sieh O GHST (91T, SATgERE 3o T
foder o2 o Rievraa & Y 7 & ‘Fol-3i76” 3rafer deh IR & el IS FIRwardy
T STEREEAT ST PRATS el el ST |

It also directed the district-level constitution of family welfare committees, to which
cases are directed to be transferred to.

oY el ToR W IRER Feamor FRATAAY & 3o o1 off [Rer fear, fSere 9rg At er
P TUTATIR fohdT S|

These directions are now endorsed by the Supreme Court, amounting to a
temporary but blanket protection for the accused from arrest or coercive action,
when it is permitted by the criminal law.

319 g1 TACRIT T Halled wArTery & Hodl & &1 &, i A& FTefel SaRT AT et
o 7Y TR T FFRFARY AT STaeEdT i FaTs & AT Afehed WYOT HI&TT 9eTe

FAT B
Importantly enough, this was done in an individual dispute without examining in
detail the socio-political implications of such a suspension.

FAgcaqUT 91 IE ¢ [ I8 Ueh safaaera farg # frar o, o 0 e & wmenfas-
TSreAifae gHTat $r forar & S fho|

Nor was the State government heard in elaborate detail — at least going by the top
court’s judgment — before approving the suspension concerning a central criminal
enactment.

o & TS TFR F — Fi T Hd Faled w AT & hifel o TR — HFErT
TS AT @ Heftid 56 feae S #oll & & Ugel TR & gofr ar |

As a result of the judgment and its binding nature, even when there is
overwhelming evidence of this serious crime, no arrests can be made by the police
for at least a period of two months after its filing.

theel 3R sHehT aTeTFRY THfa & TRUTATTET, 38 TR ORI & S J gl W
8T, ST PTSoiaT & a1E HH A FHo &Y A ok Jford 1S FTRTFARY 7T < Fehell|

This move also places a chilling effect on the complainants, who are otherwise
already disadvantaged and discouraged from filing police complaints.

g FheH RIArIdendi3il W THRIcHS TG STefdl &, S Tgol & &1 afaa 3 gfow
IR got F F galeaiRa g1 &

The safety of the complainant is also severely put to risk.
fRIerRIaRdT T geaT $ff a1 @ 7 o3 ol 8

Further, the delay and inaction of the police in a proper investigation of complaints
pertaining to ‘problems inside marriage’ are also legitimised by the judgment.

$8h e, ‘TaaTg o o)k FAEASHT & Fafera Riehradt 1 3R stra 7 giow $r ey
3R ASHaar &1 8 58 $haer garT dv g fear = g
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Alternate dispute resolution in family law

uiRae F1efer # dFfeas faarg wame

Now, it might be true that family law jurisprudence in the country could improve
with alternate dispute resolution mechanisms such as mediation, rather than
adversarial litigation.

31dT UE T 81 Hehell ¢ Tob 2T 7 TIRETRE FIefet ST ALIEAT o1 dwfous
faare wamaTe o=t @ R Aendr &, o & e gweaersh 4

There is substance in the general argument that in cases of divorce or custody of
children, conciliatory and effective resolution is more desirable than a long
adjudicative process.

IE AT I H & ¢ o deiTeh a1 godi Y RIS & A H, FAarger AR
THTE HATETE, Tt AT GEHAT T Jolel & 3HTh dioeiy &

Family cases are also highly sensitive and emotionally charged, which makes
them much more suitable for the former than the latter.

qIRETRE AT 3dd Hagerelier 3N $Taeten® w7 & aoaqel 81 &, forad d ager
aTel (FEEIdN) & foIw 3R 3uged aeid g

These aspects do not, however, apply when serious allegations of violence are
made which come under the ambit of the penal law.

gTelifeh, A Uge] 3H HHY oIE] 781 81 Ta fFAT o 73R 3T o910 ST § it &3 Hefet
& ey 7 3 B

The question of ‘misuse’

gvtm’rar T T%T

The narrative of ‘misuse’ of the anti-cruelty law is often heard in popular discourse.
Unfortunately, the Supreme Court itself has echoed a similar sentiment in a series of
cases.

GO T HYUT FET HATAR-FANE Feer o Hes H AR faaet & geir Sl ¢
gTagaer, FHia FIE o ¢ s AT H 38 TG T AT Tk T g |

In Preeti Gupta and Anr. vs State Of Jharkhand and Anr. (2010), the Court held
that several cases which are not bona fide are filed under this provision.

e IeaT o T ATH SRS (2010) H, 37ETeld o AT foh S ATHA ST SIT B8
STET gid, 9 TGl & dgd Gof fhU ST & |

In Sushil Kumar Sharma vs Union Of India and Ors. (2005), the Court even said
that “by misuse of the provision a new legal terrorism can be unleashed”.

el FAR AT T JfAgeT 3T ST (2005) #, 37€Tec 7 FgT Aeh e & ‘50
TS & GEUANaT & Ueh 14T FIeTelt HATelehaTe thef Tehell §1”

In Arnesh Kumar vs State Of Bihar and Anr. (2014), the Court already issued strict
guidelines before arrest in anti-cruelty cases.

3T FAR T T AT FAFR (2014) &, 37eTerd o IreAqrar-fAAed awat 7 FRoear
& Ugel &F o3 feenfader SR forw 2

It directed “the State Governments to instruct its police officers not to
automatically arrest when a case under Section 498-A of the IPC is registered
but to satisfy themselves about the necessity for arrest under the parameters”
under Section 41 of the earlier Criminal Procedure Code which deals with
appearance before police officers.

Pagelo
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37eTere o foeer e fo “Iear IR raar gfarw srfrmRat &Y I ameer & f s
Y URT 498-TU & e ATHT &l gl T Fad: FRFarll 7 Y, afes et gz gfwar
Hfear i 4RT 41 & TecT TRETRT T HTGLTehcT & ATIGST o HJHAR FSC Ao Y,
ST qfore JifereRTial & FHeT 3URRYT & Hefed g

Such guidelines have already rendered police action difficult.
g feenfaidert o g @ € i FRars i ide o= fieam &

Yet, before the Court, apart from individual allegations, there is no concrete
empirical data with evidence of any such ‘misuse’ of the anti-cruelty law.

oY 811, 31aTelcT & |HET, ShTFdaTd 3TRIGT & 37elTdT, 3cATaN-TardT el & T8 foral
GEILIIT o THATOT & HY I S ool 3T e ¢l

Every time the Court is faced with a dispute, it pertains to individual facts and
counter versions.

& IR IS JaTeld & A HIs [9a1G AT 8, df 98 cafeadrd azar 3R e vt
¥ FErd g &

Being a complex social problem, this is also an area where the Court has much
less institutional competence to conclude that there is overall ‘misuse’.

U S AIATSIS HAEAT 81t & A1), 75 37 VAT &1 § STaT Foot AT ‘gooinar gy

mﬁw&ﬁwéaﬁmmaswmmagam%l

To venture into the terrain of legislative wisdom, therefore, is outside the corners of
judicial expertise.

safav, faurh geflwer & a1 & yaer e =arids s & g @ Sl gl

One of the arguments often used is the allegedly low conviction rate in such cases,
which is around 18% as per the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data in
2022.

FHFER fEAT ST Il Toh oI I8 ¢ foh UH ATAT # ST GG & FH ¢, Sl TS

3roRrer Rets sJI (NCRB) & 2022 & HIH3T & 38R olars1aT 18% B
This means that almost one out of five cases leads to conviction, which is much
higher than those in several other offences.

ST HY ¢ [ ST R Ui F ¥ T ATHAT AIVTHGTY H TGoldl &, Sl s 3o e
hT JofelT H el e B

Even otherwise, a low conviction rate does not automatically translate into the
misuse of the law.

a9 o, o QAT & 3191 37T FTofeT o GEIINIT H oTLT S el STl
In a society such as ours, with close-knit and dominating family relationships, it is

attributable to various factors such as the problems in investigation, systemic bias
and social and familial pressure on the woman to settle matters.

FAR SR ATt 7, STt uferss 3t wepeaemeh MR waw g1a §, 7 3 Frof §
g & 91 o S & wHEATT, yorrellara waTara 31 AfgeT o AT & Gt & faw
TS 3R aiRae gama|

The requirement of family members having to testify in criminal court is a
daunting task.

qIiREIR® GeEat FT ATIAF IeTad A TATEY T Teh HideT H gl

Moreover, there is a high burden of proof of ‘beyond reasonable doubt’ in criminal
cases in addition to the difficulty in finding evidence for violence in intimate spaces.

Pagel 1
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SHS 3TelTdT, TR A 3 WaE / I THIT 1 3o 157 2iam &, 91 & s
Tt 3 b 5 e e A oS o @ 8

Survey findings

gdaqor & sy

o The NCRB recorded that at least 1,34,506 cases were registered under the law in
2022.

NCRB = Gt TohaT fah 2022 # 58 Flefel & dgdl A & A 1,34,506 ATHS Gof [T T

o The National Family Health Survey-5 has reported the ground reality — that there
is a gross under-reporting of violence against women in several States.

TSET TREAR FTATELY FARIU1-5 7 ArEdiash U 91$ § — o s Tt 7 Afgelsif &
e fEar T w1 F7 Rafeer g

e The rising number of cases, a report by the women’s centre Humsafar said, “may be
attributed to growing awareness among women about the law”.

ARG & he, FAAD T Teh RUIE o 3HTHR, HATHeIT T Sl HEIT T HROT A3l
H Flofel & dR H qGell ATFHAT &1 Hehel & |
e Therefore, to draw conclusions of widespread misuse from individual cases “reflect

institutional bias that exists within the criminal justice system” (A comprehensive
study on the efficacy of Section 498-A).

SHTAT, STFTIT ATHG § SATIF GHIANT T TSy TAehTelT, “TRITeH a1 JoTTell
o #fieR FHiSle WEUTITT T&TIT T SATAT & (URT 498-T Y yerraeflierar W v A9+
HETYA) |

« Now, even if we assume that there are false cases filed under the law, the potential
for misuse is inherent in any law.

319, Iie g AT 37 o foh 58 iofet & o (S AN cof 1hT ST &, Tif GeUZNaT T
TorraeT Y off wieret o srafefea g &

o The veracity of the allegation under any criminal complaint can only be determined
upon a proper investigation.

oY off 3TIITeIe RIead & 31RIY 1 AeAdT ol 3T ST & §1¢ &7 IF ST ST vl
gl

* Now, by selectively suspending the anti-cruelty law, the Court has made the victims
of cruelty much more vulnerable than ever under India’s justice system.

319, IATIR-fARTER gt FY el AR R el lad Fh, reTerd = 9 $H =4
YOITeT o et HeATaR & NFaT &l ggel & el 318 IRiad 9= G g

e To subject certain criminal provisions to a more rigorous test than the others also
has effects on the uniformity and the consistency of the criminal law.

TS ITRITAF ITTETAT T GERT T JolodT H ATUFH FSR T&TOT & 1ot AT TR
hleeT T THEIAT IR Farfer o) 8fY Femrar sTerelr &
e The Court itself reiterated in Sushil Kumar Sharma (2005), wherein the

constitutional validity of this very law was under challenge, the settled legal
principle that misuse of a law is no ground to strike it down.

31eTeld o T Gefter FAR AT (2005) F, [THH 38 FiofeT T waenfaa derar &1 gl
& a1$ oY, 38 T efeht fAeticT St aleram o el F1efet T geaaer 58 w@g #:at
T ATUR LT §
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e Now, it has acted exactly against this idea, making rigid the possibilities of victims of
cruelty to aspire for any meaningful semblance of justice.

379, 39 Sk 39 TR & f9dia 7 fnam &, 9w R & difgdl & o = &
T ATieh STcleh ST THTTT 3R 3ff Fo 8y 18 &1

1G5 1D ASU H

Bringing them home

India must have norms to keep sacred
relics from being sold

T he recent repatriation of the Piprahwa

relics, which were excavated in 1898 from
a stupa in Uttar Pradesh, marked an im-
portant episode in India’s cultural diplomacy ef-
forts. Considered to be physical remnants asso-
ciated with Lord Buddha’s mortal remains and
his early followers, they were taken away in the
colonial era and resurfaced for auction by Sothe-
by’s in Hong Kong in May. At this point, the In-
dian government intervened to halt the auction
and repatriate the relics. These artifacts now re-
side in the National Museum, providing people
the opportunity to engage directly with an irre-
placeable piece of India’s and Buddhism’s herit-
age. Notably, India’s coordinated diplomatic ef-
fort, involving multiple ministries and its
missions abroad, could persuade Sotheby’s to
postpone and eventually cancel the auction. The
Godrej Industries Group’s ability to acquire the
relics through a negotiated arrangement with
Sotheby’s also reflects an innovative public-priv-
ate partnership. Thus, the collaboration enabled
the repatriation as well as the setting of a good
precedent for future recoveries, combining priv-
ate sector resources with state authority. The epi-
sode also raised awareness worldwide about In-
dia’s role as a steward of Buddhist heritage.
However, the case has also revealed certain
structural deficiencies in the framework within
which India operates to recover and safeguard its
cultural assets. The relics, excavated during Brit-
ish administration, originally had a fragmented
ownership, resulting in a complex legal status
that vexed repatriation claims a century later. In-
dia’s reactive posture in the episode also reflect-
ed gaps in the existing legal, administrative, and
preventive infrastructure to manage heritage.
That the auction was publicly announced and
scheduled before India intervened is revealing.
The case also exposed the absence of robust in-
ternational legal frameworks designed to prevent
the sale of culturally sensitive objects. While In-
dia used existing national laws and international
negotiations effectively in this instance, it also
banked on diplomatic pressure, which is not a
scalable solution. To address these gaps, the
country needs a centralised, digitised registry of
cultural assets (domestic and overseas) integrat-
ed with international customs and auction hous-
es for real-time monitoring, proactive tracking,
and to receive early alerts of potential sales. The
government could also spearhead or actively par-
ticipate in international efforts to develop bind-
ing norms to keep sacred relics from being com-
mercialised.  Scaling up  public-private
partnerships is equally imperative, together with
encouraging the involvement of diverse stakehol-
ders, including philanthropic foundations and
heritage trusts, to mobilise additional resources
and expertise for recovery and conservation.

Bringing them home
3o TR aT9H AT

India must have norms to keep sacred relics from
being sold.

AR & AT 3raul &) faea @ Ve & v Fas s+
IR

Repatriation of the Piprahwa Relics

RraTgar srgast Hr aodr

. The recent repatriation of the Piprahwa relics,
excavated in 1898 from a stupa in Uttar Pradesh,
marked an important episode in India’s cultural
diplomacy efforts.

Rrogar st i grforar araH, S 1898 A TR WU &
TF F9 @ AT 71 o1, AR F g faF weedifa garat

T Teh Hgcaqol T 41|
o Considered to

be remnants
associated with Lord
Buddha’s mortal
remains and early
followers, they were
taken away in the
colonial era and
resurfaced for auction
by Sotheby’s in Hong
Kong in May.

ﬁmm#eﬁ%mﬁaﬂ?mmﬁmﬁaﬁ
379V AT AT &, oo afafRrew Frer 7 o S 3= a7 3k
A H FEIHAT H WY GaRT ATTHT o folT Uer fomar I

. The Indian government intervened to halt the auction
and repatriate the relics.

HRATT TIFR o ATATHT Uehet 3T 31FANT T ar9F o1l & foIw
g&aaq foram|

. These artifacts now reside in the National Museum,
giving people direct access to India’s and Buddhism’s
heritage.

A SHellh il T TET FagTard H T 718 ¢, Torad oliait b
R 3 e e & @ S @1 aE Ao gl

Page13

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

India’s coordinated diplomatic effort, involving multiple ministries and missions
abroad, persuaded Sotheby’s to postpone and eventually cancel the auction.

&S HATOT 3R fager fALrET T AT et aTel IR o FHTead Hcailicrn T o
A 1 AT g 3R 37dd: WEg Fa & forw Tl fmam

The Godrej Industries Group acquired the relics via a negotiated arrangement with
Sotheby’s, reflecting an innovative public-private partnership.

MY STEENS 9 o YIS & WY FASAA & TRT 3@V g1i&e v, S ven 3fdera
s fAs-fAsh sreferd Fr g2 g1

This collaboration set a good precedent for future recoveries by combining private
sector resources with state authority.

38 Tt o fo¥oll 817 & TaTei! &1 T &7 fed & AT S i & gasieaar
& TIT U 30T 361801 TATAT fhaT|

The episode also raised global awareness of India’s role as a steward of Buddhist
heritage.

$H T o Sl RTwa & 6eTE F T A AR 1 (AT 5 aR 7 ARaH SArereehar
TS|

Structural Deficiencies and Legal Challenges

The case revealed structural deficiencies in India’s framework for recovering and
safeguarding cultural assets.

S8 HTHC o WP forsh GG Sl A9 3R TRET0T oh 1T HRe o o) & Aeaalled s
FiAAT T 3SR |

The relics, excavated during British administration, had fragmented ownership,
creating a complex legal status that hindered repatriation claims after a century.

fafeer amae & e [Feprer 91T /gt fr @ifzg Tarfica sagwr o, 59 e géy aie;
aradT & arat I SAfee g1 & 2m|

India’s reactive posture showed gaps in legal, administrative, and preventive
infrastructure for heritage management.

AR 1 afaferarcas sffe F fauad yaue & FeE, semafas AR frares e A
QAT 1 G|

The auction was announced and scheduled before India intervened, indicating a lack
of proactive monitoring.

STTHT 7R & §EIaTT ¥ Ugel BT 3R T &1 315 &Y, S @feha foRTeT i et 1
gefdr g1

The case highlighted the absence of strong international legal frameworks to
prevent the sale of culturally sensitive objects.

SH ATHC o AEpicieh T F HdcaTelel aEIHT T Torshr Aehel o ToIT HoTg HaRTSET
FIoeAT ST T ITUTEAT T 3SR fawa|

While India used national laws and negotiations effectively, it relied on diplomatic
pressure, which is not scalable.

HRA o TS lefalt R ATAT3AT ohT FeTelr 3TN fohar, oifehet 3He FHeahifas gama W
F4T TR, St Ueh e Teg Farene =ei g
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Measures Needed for the Future

HiTasT & ToIT 39T+ FeH

o Create a centralised, digitised registry of cultural assets (domestic and overseas)
linked with international customs and auction houses for real-time monitoring and
early alerts.

HEp e ERIERT (B 3N Tacel) &1 Fdga, Bioersss e s s, oa
HARTSET HAT oeh 3R Aol e’T @ SisT S, Arfeh faer-erge Ao 3R aRfes
37cTc el Jah |

e Lead or participate in international efforts to develop binding norms preventing
commercialisation of sacred relics.

gfaT 3raRAST & ATTHATRINFHIOT Y Ahet F TV AT ATAGS ToTTe & AT FITH T
T AcJcd AT 3T AN T ST

e Scale up public-private partnerships and involve philanthropic foundations and
heritage trusts to mobilise resources and expertise for recovery and conservation.

Ardstfas-fasit AR F 9T U 3R ISR B33 9 A gee o aifde
fararr e, anfer gaifea 3k wXetor & forw warest 3R faQresrdr Sjers o & |

Quiz
Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz

oo faa & 3 Fasr & waa 3R 31

« National Handloom Day was first celebrated in this year and in this place. Ans:
2015; Chennai

T gYHIT GaH Tgall IR 3T a 3R 5T TATH I FATIT IRT AT| 37R: 2015; Aeats

o This noted painter was born on August 7, 1871. Ans: Abanindranath Tagore

7§ 9fliey R 7 39 1871 1 UeT U I 3w Iaigery ST

e This movement of the Indian Independence struggle was launched after the
partition of Bengal. Ans: Swadeshi Movement

HRART TaTaT HATH T TG TGl olel T & FAITTeT & a1 & fomar a1m 7| 3e:
FaeelY sereen
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BOGOTA

Colombia presidential candidate
dies after shooting at a June rally

A GSIMapping
Colombian presidential candidate Miguel Uribe has died two
months after being shot at a campaign rally, his family said on
Monday. The 39-year-old conservative senator was shot in the head
and leg on June 7 at a rally in the capital Bogota. Officials arrested

six suspects linked to the attack, including the alleged shooter. AFp

REUTERS

a rally in the capital Bogota.

Colombia presidential
candidate dies after
shooting at a June rally

FIATAT & ST Ig &
3FHiear $Y S el A
MearY & a1 Al

» Colombian presidential candidate
Miguel Uribe has died two months after
being shot at a campaign rally, his family
said on Monday.

» FreIfadT & Tegafar g & 3FAIgaER Aaqeer
309 &1 WHTR T 37 IRaR o gfte & fa
e o & el o & QY AR @I
3ThT Al g TS|

* The 39-year-old conservative senator
was shot in the head and leg on June 7 at

+ 39 Tt FEATEr T T TTLTeAT FIET 7 7 ST T Ueh Yot 7 RN 3R & 7 9l Ay 15

|

« Officials arrested six suspects linked to the attack, including the alleged shooter.

« HRRIRT 7 g F I3 Be WUl i FTREFAR fohar, orad A gaerar ot anfae B
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A e Gustavo Petrg
Shamans hold images of Peru’s President Dina Boluarte and Colombia’s President Gustavo Petro during a ritual calling
conflicts and to avoid a confrontation between the governments of Peru and Colombia in Lima on Monday. AFP

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations

1. NC, PDP flay Centre’s stand on L-G’s powers to
nominate MLAs

TA-5i T THUAT JAAd FI & HTAFR G g & 59 Y
AT, AT 7 =T Y

2. RS returns Manipur Budget Bill in absence of
Opposition

faaer $r sequfFufa & vsawam a AR ore @dww
aterar
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broadened
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ARTT 7 3T TS TR fha; s iRal &
TSR TQIT T

Tax Bills passed without debate; Kiren Rijiju says
government will take up important Bills

T6d & {9 FT a9 aRa; e Rise @ Fa1 TR
Hgcaqor fadas aeft

. Use of EVMs suggested for elections in cooperatives

HEHR! HEUT3T F A1 A SATH & 39ANT F1 G319

. Reviving civic engagement in health governance

TATELY AT A AN AR FY Terstifad HLel

. Impact of Google Antitrust Case

TS TEICES ATHS T THT

. Will the rules-based international order survive the

Trump presidency?
T AIa-3meTRT ARSI saT YT e & [seufa
RIS H Sifad 1@ greai?
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NC, PDP flay Centre’s
stand on L-G’s powers
to nominate MLAS

'\GS II: Legislature

SRINAGAR

Several Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) parties, includ-
ing the ruling National
Conference (NC) and the
Opposition Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), on Mon-
day flayed the Centre’s
stand on powers of the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
to nominate five MLAs to
the Legislative Assembly
without the State govern-
ment’s “aid and advice”.

“When J&K has an elect-
ed government with an ab-
solute majority, bypassing
it to let the L-G handpick
members is not gover-
nance, it is contempt for
the people’s mandate. It
strikes at the heart of par-
liamentary democracy, ig-
nores the constitutional
spirit of ‘aid and advice’,
and sets a dangerous pre-
cedent where unelected
appointees can rewrite the
people’s verdict,” NC lead-
er and MLA Tanvir Sadiq
said.

Former Chief Minister
and PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti also expressed
her dismay. “The Govern-
ment of India’s decision to
nominate five MLAs in J&K
after holding elections is a
blatant subversion of de-
mocratic principles. Nowh-

Manoj Sinha

ere else in the country
does the Centre handpick
legislators to override pu-
blic mandate. In India’s on-
ly Muslim-majority region,
long marred by conflict,
this move feels less like go-
vernance and more like
control,” Ms. Mufti said.

Following the “illegal bi-
furcation” of the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, skewed delimitation
and discriminatory seat re-
servations, this nomina-
tion was yet another body
blow to the idea of democ-
racy in J&K. “Representa-
tion must be earned
through the people’s vote
not granted by a Central
decree,” she added.

Ms. Mufti urged Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah to
put up a fight.

CPI(M) leader and Kul-
gam MLA M.Y. Tarigami too
questioned the Home Mi-
nistry’s justification for
empowering the L-G.

NC, PDP flay Centre’s stand on L-
G’s powers to nominate MLAs

TT-Sil Bl THUAT AfAT A &
HFR W &g F TG 1 vadl), fidh
o ATATIAT Y

. Several Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) parties,
including the ruling National Conference (NC) and
the Opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), on
Monday flayed the Centre’s stand on powers of the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) to nominate five MLAs
to the Legislative Assembly without the State
government’s “aid and advice”.

% FFA-HIHR (3 U3 &) T, e Faree sererer
Fleth (ToTHY) 3N faueh diqew Savsfes it (fdh)
A §, o7 HIR & TeT IHR T “Teltg 3R]
TeAfd” & a1 3U-T=garer (ver-siY) I o gt
P FATTaaT & AfAT T F PR W g & TG
3T T |

. “When J&K has an elected government with an
absolute majority, bypassing it to let the L-G
handpick members is not governance, it is contempt
for the people’s mandate.

. It strikes at the heart of parliamentary
democracy, ignores the constitutional spirit of ‘aid
and advice’, and sets a dangerous precedent where
unelected appointees can rewrite the people’s
verdict,” NC leader and MLA Tanvir Sadiq said.

ST THF-FRHR A QU7 9g A arell fefifad s g,
ol 38 SRR T TeA-SiY hY FeE T T Fofol Soll QA

oTE &, TG STeTcll & STAICRT T 3IHATEA | Tg HHCT Silehcld o FHel W TER Hcl 8, HeAlg
3R FeAfY Fr Ui AT Hr AHACET FIAT 8, IR Teh WTeh THAT HIIH Tl
¢ Toreat IR-fAafrd gera caferd STetdm & el T eof Tohd &, Tadt a3cm 3R

s qediR |Ifes =F FaTl

e Former Chief Minister and PDP president Mehbooba Mufti also expressed her
dismay. “The Government of India’s decision to nominate five MLAs in J&K after
holding elections is a blatant subversion of democratic principles. Nowhere else in
the country does the Centre handpick legislators to override public mandate. In
India’s only Muslim-majority region, long marred by conflict, this move feels less like
governance and more like control,” Ms. Mufti said.

qa HEIHAT 3R didid 3reger Fgaar Aed o o T ARG TS| R DR H1
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AT T h ST FAFH-FLHR H 9T Tt sl A1TAT et b1 A0 SArheliten
RAeHial 1 el 3eciae &1 & & fordll 3R foTq 7 gy SFTAC T RfFaAR 1A & fow
faemareht &1 Ge, AT AdT| TR & ThATT HRH-Tg el 817 &, SN ol g § o &
IET &, TG HCH ATHA U SATGT TAITIT ST 7T 8, G el oF gl

Following the “illegal bifurcation” of the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir,
skewed delimitation and discriminatory seat reservations, this nomination was yet
another body blow to the idea of democracy in J&K. “Representation must be earned
through the people’s vote not granted by a Central decree,” she added.

Taadl FFA-HAR T & “HAY fFsrerer, gaTaraqur aREH e AR Seaaget de
3RETUT & d1G, TG ATHIhe] TFH-FLHR 3 ollehciT hl FTURU I Tehr 3T I e
7| “gfafefica Stedr & are & 31fora v e anfeu, = o6 g & e & fgar s
qIRT,” 3egiot S|

Ms. Mufti urged Chief Minister Omar Abdullah to put up a fight.

A AT o HEIHAT AT Heqeal Y oISTS TS M JTeale T

CPI(M) leader and Kulgam MLA M.Y. Tarigami too questioned the Home
Ministry’s justification for empowering the L-G.

RIS (o) AT IR Froremer e wor.ars. aRemeh o o a8 FaTery SRy ver-it
TUFA el o AT 9 Farer 3amT|
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RS returns
Manipur
Budget Bill
in absence of
Opposition

...........................

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha discussed
and returned to the Lower
House the Budget and Ap-
propriation Bills of Mani-
pur, and the Readjustment
of Representation of Sche-
duled Tribes in Assembly
Constituencies of the State
of Goa Bill on Monday, in
the absence of members
from Opposition parties.

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, ques-
tioned the Union govern-
ment for holding a debate
while Opposition members
were away to protest in
front of the Election Com-
mission against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) in
Bihar and alleged discre-
pancies in the voter lists in
several other States.

The Readjustment of Re-
presentation of Scheduled
Tribes in Assembly Consti-
tuencies of the State of Goa
Bill provides reservation to
Scheduled Tribes (STs) in
the Goa Assembly. The Bill
was passed by a voice vote.

The Upper House re-
turned the Manipur bud-
get, the Manipur Appro-
priation Bill, and the
Manipur Goods and Servic-
es Tax (Amendment) Bill,
too, during the day, with-
out a brief discussion, in
the absence of the Opposi-
tion. Union Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
said both Bills were very
critical for Manipur, and
asked the Opposition to
participate in the
discussion.

Mr. Kharge, meanwhile,
questioned how the Bills
were being passed in a din.
“...The House should be in
order to have a discus-
sion... This is a betrayal of
democracy,” he said. Lead-
er of the House and Union
Health Minister J.P. Nadda
said democracy should be
protected, but the House
“cannot be held hostage”.
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RS returns Manipur Budget Bill in absence of
Opposition

faaat it sreqafeafa & Tsawe A AR gore AT+
aterar

o The Rajya Sabha discussed and returned to the Lower House the Budget
and Appropriation Bills of Manipur, and the Readjustment of
Representation of Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of the
State of Goa Bill on Monday, in the absence of members from Opposition
parties.

TSTWHT o AR 1 faaeh gail & Tedt 1 srquieafa 7 #forq & awre 3k
refere fadae qur aMar T A Rrureras fAde &=t 7 s sesnfaat &
yfafaflea & qor: Fomiere @ Faftea Rt o == &1 3K 3¢ dwas 1 ol

e

« Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
questioned the Union government for holding a debate while Opposition
members were away to protest in front of the Election Commission against
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in Bihar and alleged discrepancies in the
voter lists in several other States.

ToIaHT # faget & Sar Afeasrels @3 o Fig WFR 4 Fard fhar i s faead
HeET faER 7 faeiy arger waerT (SIR) 31K &3 317 Tl H Aaeran gt # & ad
SIS o FGTh FoI1a AT & A Te ol X g A, T 98 F3T g TS|

e The Readjustment of Representation of Scheduled Tribes in Assembly

Constituencies of the State of Goa Bill provides reservation to Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in the Goa Assembly. The Bill was passed by a voice vote.

Mar e # Reragen gt aE & sy seenfaat & sfafafaes F g
FATS & Haftra fadge aar Rererwst & seqfEa seenfaar (STs) &t

HTRETOT STeT T ¢ | T8 [a8es Fa AdGE ¥ TIikd fohar arm|

The Upper House returned the Manipur budget, the Manipur Appropriation
Bill, and the Manipur Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, too, during
the day, without a brief discussion, in the absence of the Opposition. Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said both Bills were very critical for
Manipur, and asked the Opposition to participate in the discussion.

3%d e o oot #, favet r 3reqafufa , S affied @+t & #forq sere,
AR Jrferer fadar, 3R AR awq va dar w1 (e e of ster |
Forr e #f fastem Waraor & &gt i Qe fadges aftrqe & faw scd
Fgcaqot § 3R faaer & == 7 s1mer olet 1 3mmarg faham|

« Mr. Kharge, meanwhile, questioned how the Bills were being passed in a
din. “...The House should be in order to have a discussion... This is a betrayal

of democracy,” he said. Leader of the House and Union Health Minister J.P.
Nadda said democracy should be protected, but the House “cannot be held

hostage”.

ST i st @29 2 Fare AT o aR-eRE & = FoTs FAaRa e @ & <. T=T &
T weeT geaafeurd e @1fRv... Ig AFad & 6 faRarwdrd §,” 3561+ 61| 96 &
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Lok Sabha passes Income Tax
Bill; officials’ powers broadened

The proposed law will allow officials to forcibly break into personal emails and social media accounts of assessees during

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
T Monday passed the

revised Income
Tax Bill, 2025.

The Bill seeks to simpli-
fy, rationalise, and shorten
the existing Income Tax
Act, 1961. It also broadens
the powers of income tax
officials, allowing them to
forcibly break into perso-
nal emails and social me-
dia accounts of assessees
during search operations.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
introduced the previous
version of the Bill in the
Lok Sabha in February, fol-
lowing which it was sent to
a  Select Committee
chaired by Baijayant Panda
for a review. The Select
Committee submitted its
recommendations on July
21. Following this, the go-
vernment on Friday with-
drew the Bill to incorpo-

Opposition MPs troop to the Well of the House in the Lok Sabha

during the Monsoon Session of Parliament on Monday. SANSAD TV

rate the suggestions made
by the committee.

Ms. Sitharaman intro-
duced the updated version
— the Income Tax (No. 2)
Bill, 2025 - in the Lower
House on Monday. The Bill
has around 2.59 lakh
words compared with the
5.12 lakh words in the In-
come Tax Act, 1961. The
number of chapters has
been brought down to 23
from 47 and the number of
Sections to 536 from 819.

In order to provide grea-
ter clarity, the new Bill has
increased the number of
tables to 57 from 18 and the
number of formulae to 46
from six.

In search operations
Apart from these changes,
the new Bill has also
tweaked the powers of in-
come tax officials during
search and seizure opera-
tions.

The new Bill requires

any person “who is found
to be in possession or con-
trol of” any books of ac-
count or other documents
in electronic form to pro-
vide the authorised officer
assistance in accessing
these, “including access
code, by whatever name
called”.

Further, it allows the
authorised officer to “over-
ride the access code to any
computer system” if the
access code is not made
available.

The Select Committee
defended these provisions
in its report, saying that va-
rious “incriminating evi-
dences and material are
found/seized from elec-
tronic records including
WhatsApp  communica-
tions, emails, etc.” and that
passwords for these are of-
ten not shared with offi-
cials. However, a few mem-
bers of the committee
submitted dissent notes
calling for changes to these

provisions. Congress MP
Amar Singh argued that
the wording of the relevant
section “gives very wide-
ranging power to the go-
vernment to force tax
payees to hand over all
types of personal digital
data including passwords,
chats, etc.” and asked for a
reduction in these powers.

“This provision is arbi-
trary and [gives] excess
powers to the authorities
and there is every chance
of misuse of this provisions
and ultimately infringing
the Right to Privacy of an
individual guaranteed in
the Constitution and reiter-
ated by the Supreme Court
in Puttaswamy case,” Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party
leader N.K. Premachan-
dran said in his dissent
note.

He added that the provi-
sions in the original In-
come Tax Act, 1961 were
sufficient and should be re-
tained.

Lok Sabha passes Income Tax Bill; officials’ powers
broadened

ARTHT o 3TIHT ASTs TR R, s Ry & rffsr
93T T

The proposed law will allow officials to forcibly break into personal
emails and social media accounts of assessees during search
operations; the revised version has around 2.59 lakh words compared
with the 5.12 lakh words in the I-T Act, 1961.

TEATad e ATAHIRAT HT darelt e F ghret st F sl §ae silc

Hrerer FfSaT @rat 7 Sater gua Ay sgAfar Sam; weaftra Fewwor 7 wererr 2.59
AT 1o § ST I FfRfag, 1961 7 5.12 a9 oreg £
The Lok Sabha on Monday passed the revised Income Tax Bill, 2025.
ANHTHT o FIAAR I TATTT ITIHT @I, 2025 TRk R

The Bill seeks to simplify, rationalise, and shorten the existing Income Tax Act,
1961. It also broadens the powers of income tax officials, allowing them to forcibly
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break into personal emails and social media accounts of assessees during search
operations.

e &t 3eg e Hiser smae sfafaas, 1961 #1 T, THEId 3R BleT T &
g ATIHT FTAFIREGT & 31TASRT &7 87 TATar axar g, o 3 Fareh 31fFas & ke
A & TSI s 3R Arerer FAfSAT @ral 7 ST 3w F TH|

o Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had introduced the previous version
of the Bill in the Lok Sabha in February, following which it was sent to a Select
Committee chaired by Baijayant Panda for a review. The Select Committee
submitted its recommendations on July 21.

FE R #7 foter Har#Ar o [R9Ts & Moo GEH0T 1 SIad 7 aFaHr 7 g
o o1, foash a1e 38 TaleT & foIT dorad Uist i 37¢FeTdr arelr aa<T FfAfa 1 Aam
IAT| T FIAT o 3191 FAIRET 21 FeATE Sl TEJ i

e Following this, the government on Friday withdrew the Bill to incorporate the
suggestions made by the committee.

ST dTe; TXHR o1 YEHAR F AATH SaRT T 7T FATal Y MiA FA & ferw [aggs
Y arag o fer|

e Ms. Sitharaman introduced the updated version — the Income Tax (No. 2) Bill, 2025
— in the Lower House on Monday. The Bill has around 2.59 lakh words compared
with the 5.12 lakh words in the Income Tax Act, 1961.

AT TIARHAT o WHAGR FT g Heed 7 3Tl TEm0T — I (F. 2) Agas,
2025 — Uer fFaT| 3T fa8es & STeT91eT 2.59 AT ereg & Siafeh AT FTATAAH, 1961

#5.12 a1@ eg ¥

e« The number of chapters has been brought down to 23 from 47 and the number of
Sections to 536 from 819.

eI T TEIT 47 F GTTHT 23 I &1 378 § IR RIIAT hT TE&AT 819 T T 536 X
SIS gl

e In order to provide greater clarity, the new Bill has increased the number of tables to
57 from 18 and the number of formulae to 46 from six.

371 TOsedr verT s & foT, AT fASae & arfereait fr dear 18 & Fareht 57 ST ar
% & 3R AT AT T BF J TGTHT 46 FI &Y TS |

e In search operations — Apart from these changes, the new Bill has also tweaked
the powers of income tax officials during search and seizure operations.

dameft FFBIAT & — 57 Iearal & 3raTar, AU S o denel 3R Stedr 3Rt &
et 3T IfAFIRAT & 31RRT 7 off sgarg Far gl

e The new Bill requires any person “who is found to be in possession or control of” any
books of account or other documents in electronic form to provide the authorised
officer assistance in accessing these, “including access code, by whatever name
called”.

2T faETes fondlr ot cafehey &, S gaareiiore & # fohall oG Eceh AT 3+ &Fd1asl &
“HTUSHR IT FAFTOT" 7 U7 ST &, Tl AR Y Sop ToFdH ahdel A HGG il b
AT FAT &, “Foas vaag 15, fhdr 6 19 O 11 S &l nfAa g1

o Further, it allows the authorised officer to “override the access code to any computer
system” if the access code is not made available.

ST 3eldT, I 3Tl AR I IFAT ST & o e vorda s 3elstr w7gT FHrr
1T 81 &t g “fenelY off ey [AEeH 1 THAH s HIGWSS” A T |
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The Select Committee defended these provisions in its report, saying that various
“incriminating evidences and material are found/seized from electronic records
including WhatsApp communications, emails, etc.” and that passwords for these
are often not shared with officials.

WmﬁMWﬁsﬁmﬁwmm,wm?ﬁ;ﬁfﬁm“m
are 3R Al sgreaTy waw, $A, e Afied selacifeieh RS & Irg/sfed I SATar
2 3R So7a TS 3ER TRATRET & T 1S 6T [T S|

However, a few members of the committee submitted dissent notes calling for
changes to these provisions.

HEIED aﬁﬁ%aﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁsﬂmﬁﬁmﬁmmgmﬁm
wEdd U

Congress MP Amar Singh argued that the wording of the relevant section “gives
very wide-ranging power to the government to force tax payees to hand over all types

of personal digital data including passwords, chats, etc.” and asked for a reduction in
these powers.

FEY TS 3AT AT & IF a1 6 Gaia aRT hr AT “GRFR hl HIErarsit
areas, Je 3 dfgd T3l TR & cafeaera f3foieer Ser diust & fot FsTey &t dr
@W%ﬁﬁ?’ﬁﬁamﬁmﬁmﬁl

“This provision is arbitrary and [gives] excess powers to the authorities and there is
every chance of misuse of this provision and ultimately infringing the Right to
Privacy of an individual guaranteed in the Constitution and reiterated by the

Supreme Court in Puttaswamy case,” Revolutionary Socialist Party leader N.K.
Premachandran said in his dissent note.

“Ig WGl HAHTAT g 3R ARG ot 31cafies AafFaar [¢an g 3R 57 graen &
U hT I FHTGT & 3R 3T Ig eTfF o MR F HAFR T SoelereT H,
it wfdemer 7 glafRaa 8 3R o gfter #1¢ & qeerarh ame 7 aewran 8, wifasr
FATSTATET UTET o AT U, WATG o 3797 JTGHCT AIC # gl

He added that the provisions in the original Income Tax Act, 1961 were sufficient
and should be retained.

3egiel SiIST o el ITIa 3fAfATa, 1961 & Iaens qATed & 3R 37 FATT @M ST
Uyl

Page24

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

O]

el

Patriotic |

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

9]

c TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Tax Bil

s passed without debate; Kiren Rijiju

Says government will take up important Bills

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As Opposition members
continued their protest,
the Lok Sabha on Monday
passed two crucial Bills
pertaining to taxation
without any debate.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman intro-
duced the Income Tax (No.
2) Bill and the Taxation
Laws (Amendment) Bill in
the Lok Sabha when no
Opposition member was
present in the House. Most
of the Opposition leaders
had been detained while

marching towards the
headquarters of the Elec-
tion Commission in protest
against the revision of the
Bihar electoral rolls and al-
leged electoral malpractic-
es. After they returned, the
Opposition members con-
tinued raising slogans in
the Well of the House.
Amid the din, the two taxa-
tion Bills were passed by
voice vote.

Sports Bill passed

The Lok Sabha also passed
the National Anti-Doping
(Amendment) Bill, 2025
and the National Sports

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman speaks in the Lok
Sabha on Monday. SANSAD TV

Governance Bill, 2025.
These Bills were also intro-
duced when the Opposi-
tion members were not
present in the House. Two

members spoke in support
of the Bills. Earlier, Union
Minister for Youth Affairs
and Sports Mansukh Man-
daviya, while taking up the
two Bills for passage, said
the government had made
“several attempts” to bring
forward legislation on
sports governance.

“In the coming days,
when India is going to bid
for the Olympics, it is im-
portant that our sports
ecosystem is robust, tran-
sparent and accountable.
This is a crucial step in that
direction,” he said.

When the House met in

the morning, the Opposi-
tion members were on
their feet, raising slogans
and holding placards.
Speaker Om Birla tried to
run the Question Hour for
about 10 minutes, but the
Opposition members were
relentless in their protests.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju target-
ed the Congress-led Oppo-
sition for the repeated dis-
ruptions, and asserted that
the government would
now proceed with the pas-
sage of important Bills in
the Lok Sabha and the Ra-
jya Sabha.

TaxBills passed without debate; Kiren Rijiju says
government will take up important Bills

969 & faen a1 s oie; e RGS @ Fa1aeR
Hgcaqol fadas oeft

¢ As Opposition members continued their protest, the Lok Sabha on Monday
passed two crucial Bills pertaining to taxation without any debate.

éﬁaﬁqﬁtmmmaﬁr@?ﬁ,mﬁmﬁwﬁ
eI &Y Agcaqut fdee 5 forel sga & aia & el

e Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced the Income Tax (No. 2)
Bill and the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill in the Lok Sabha when no

Opposition member was present in the House.

i e wh feten dareor o smaet (FEar 2) Rdws 3R e S (@)
T SFae & a9 9 fhaT STd Feet A 1S ot et aewa Hisge et

e Most of the Opposition leaders had been detained while marching towards the
headquarters of the Election Commission in protest against the revision of the
Bihar electoral rolls and alleged electoral malpractices.

Jrferenier faaeft Aamait 1 fagR AaeTar Wt & weere 3R S Rd g rsafdat &
mwmﬁwﬁmmﬁmmmﬁﬁmwml

o After they returned, the Opposition members continued raising slogans in the Well
of the House.

dlear & a1, Agaf ¥ewat & g & Hiax aRarer S W@

 Amid the din, the two taxation Bills were passed by voice vote.

AR-ARTS & 1T, SlaT T AUIF TG AT ¥ UTiRd fhT 77|
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Sports Bill passed
o fadgs oiia

The Lok Sabha also passed the National Anti-Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025
and the National Sports Governance Bill, 2025.

AHTHT o TS TA-AR9T (Fawe) fardas, 2025 31R s @ aaer faedas, 2025
$fr a1 fomam)

These Bills were also introduced when the Opposition members were not present
in the House.

I fdas ot de 9er fohw 910 ST faaedt weea waet # Al #7e U
Two members spoke in support of the Bills.

2l GCET o Y & AT 7 ara |

Earlier, Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Mansukh Mandaviya, while
taking up the two Bills for passage, said the government had made “several
attempts” to bring forward legislation on sports governance.

SEH Tgel, FAT gar A AR Fer 7 Aagw Al A oo o fdww wF R we
o ST &gl foh AXHR o W AT T FTefeT ol b T "F§ T fohw &

“In the coming days, when India is going to bid for the Olympics, it is important that
our sports ecosystem is robust, transparent and accountable. This is a crucial
step in that direction,” he said.

“3TeT aTel AT 7, 319 SR el e Y AT o [T STl 9T ST ET &, T8 T™A &
o gART Qe 7 Astgy, TRl 3R Faraee &)1 T 39 2 7 v Ageaqut FaA &,
3oglel Tl
When the House met in the morning, the Opposition members were on their feet,
raising slogans and holding placards.

meﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁhﬁw@waﬁwﬁﬁﬁ?mmg
)

Speaker Om Birla tried to run the Question Hour for about 10 minutes, but the
Opposition members were relentless in their protests.

THRT N AT 7 T 10 TAAT Th WRART TeATeT T HITALT T, wifchet fagadt
HEET 3791 faer & 317397 ]

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju targeted the Congress-led Opposition
for the repeated disruptions, and asserted that the government would now proceed
with the passage of important Bills in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

FEET FRT #N TR RIS o IR-9R & craumsit & fov Ha Aqea are fgar &
TA2ITaAT ST 3R gt T3 319 TR AlFasT 3R eIt 7 Ageaqur frdret &1 i
T T uferar 3 gerwaf|
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Use of EVMs
suggested for
elections in
cooperatives

__________________________

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The State Cooperative
Election Authorities have
proposed to use electronic
voting machines (EVM) in
cooperative elections, the
Union Ministry of Coopera-
tion said on Monday.

The Cooperative Elec-
tion Authority held its first
consultative meeting with
the State Cooperative Elec-
tion Authorities on Mon-
day to develop a mechan-
ism to conduct elections in
a free and fair manner.

The meeting chaired by
Devendra Kumar Singh,
Chairperson of Coopera-
tive Election Authority,
saw the participation of
State Cooperative Election
Commissioners from Od-
isha, Bihar, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, and Maharash-
tra. The Cooperative Elec-
tion Authority has so far
conducted 159 elections
since March 2024 and is in
the process of conducting
69 more elections, Mr.
Singh said.

Use of EVMs suggested for elections in
cooperatives

HEHRY GEATHT & Torra 3 Sea & 39T &1
S EIC]

e The State Cooperative Election Authorities have proposed
to use electronic voting machines (EVM) in cooperative
elections, the Union Ministry of Cooperation said on Monday.

o TS WEHR! AT TTAFI & WEHRT ToTral 3 FoATeiioid arfedr
Ao (§tweT) & 3UANT T YFdTT AT §, FET FgAr AAeT F
HIHAAR Y FeTl

o o The Cooperative Election Authority held its first consultative
meeting with the State Cooperative Election Authorities on Monday
to develop a mechanism to conduct elections in a free and fair manner.

o FEHRI TATT WITAFIVT o1 ToT HEHNY TATd TITAFTO o T WHAR
T 3T TGl T S Y, ATfeh Faaral sl FFa AR fareaar o @
FT o Tl Teh oF ol fohar ST Toh|

o o The meeting chaired by Devendra Kumar Singh, Chairperson of
Cooperative Election Authority, saw the participation of State
Cooperative Election Commissioners from Odisha, Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, and Maharashtra.

o TEHR oATq TITAHIUT & ITEAGT Gdess FAR FHE T HETETAT H g5 Soh
# 33, faER, affrees, Qe iR 7ERTSE & o wEFH TAa
FrgaFat a1 T form|
o o The Cooperative Election Authority has so far conducted 159

elections since March 2024 and is in the process of conducting 69
more elections, Mr. Singh said.

o FEHRY ToT1d WITAFIOT 3 Teh AT 2024 I 159 TATT T YT © 3R 69
3R FoTra I T ufshar A g, AN {8 o et
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(Medicine at people’s doorstep’) scheme,

introduced in Tamil Nadu in August 2021,
and the Karnataka’s Gruha Arogya scheme,
launched in October 2024 and expanded to all
districts in June 2025, aim to deliver health care
at doorsteps for persons with non-communicable
diseases.

Several other Sates are implementing similar
programmes. While such initiatives represent
significant strides toward proactive health care,
they also prompt a profound question: as the
system strives to reach people’s doorsteps, to
what extent are citizens themselves able to reach,
engage with, and influence health governance at
different levels formally?

The subject of citizen engagement
Health governance, once a government-led
function, now includes diverse actors such as civil
society, professional bodies, hospital associations
and trade unions. It operates through formal and
informal social processes, with power dynamics
shaping participation and influence. Public
engagement in health policy processes is
essential because it affirms self-respect, counters
epistemic injustice and upholds democratic
values by enabling people to shape decisions
affecting their health and health-care services.
Inclusive participation strengthens
accountability, challenges elite dominance and
reduces corruption. Without it, health
governance risks becoming oppressive and
unjust. Moreover, engaging communities fosters
collaboration with frontline workers, improves
service uptake, and supports better health
outcomes. It also builds mutual understanding
and trust between communities and providers.
The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM),
launched in 2005, institutionalised public
engagement in India’s health governance through
platforms such as Village Health Sanitation and
Nutrition Committees (VHSNCs) and Rogi Kalyan
Samitis. These were designed to be inclusive,
particularly of women and marginalised groups,
and supported by untied funds for local

Meena Putturaj

is a public health
researcher based
in Bengaluru

As States begin
to bring health
care directly to
doorsteps, steps
must be taken
to engage
communities as
active
participants

in shaping
health systems

initiatives. In urban areas, key platforms for civic
participation include Mahila Arogya Samitis,
Ward Committees, and non-government
organisation-led committees. Despite their
potential, in some areas these committees have
not been established, while in others where they
do exist, they face persistent challenges such as
ambiguous roles, infrequent meetings,
underutilisation of funds, poor intersectoral
coordination, and deeply rooted social
hierarchies.

Where the problem lies

A major challenge in India’s health system lies in
the prevailing mindset toward public
engagement. Policymakers, health administrators
and providers often view communities as passive
recipients of care rather than as active
participants in shaping health systems.
Programme performance is typically measured
through target-based metrics, such as the number
of “beneficiaries” reached, with little reflection
on how proj es are implemented or
experienced on the ground.

The use of the term “beneficiaries” itself
signals a deeper issue: it frames citizens as
objects of intervention, not as rights-holders or
co-creators of health systems. Although the
National Health Mission promotes bottom-up
planning, including community participation in
Programme Implementation Plans, such
engagement is rare in practice.

Health governance spaces remain dominated
by medical professionals, predominantly trained
in western biomedical models. Health
administrative leadership, across national, State,
district, and sub-district levels, is typically held
by doctors who are expected to learn public
health administration on the job. Promotions are
often based on seniority rather than public health
expertise, reinforcing a medicalised and
hierarchical system that remains disconnected
from community realities.

Scholarly work on health policy suggests that
resistance to public engagement often stems from
concerns over increased workload, greater

accountability pressures, regulatory capture by
dominant medical and capitalist interests, and
the absence of a level playing field in governance
processes.

In the absence of functional or inclusive
engagement platforms, citizens often resort to
alternative channels, such as protests, media
campaigns, and legal action to make their voices
heard. These responses reflect a deep and unmet
need for participation, voice and accountability
in health governance in India.

The need for a shift

A fundamental mindset shift is needed among
governance actors. Community engagement must
no longer be seen as merely to achieve
programme targets. Treating people as
instrumental to health outcomes is not only
reductive but also deeply disrespecttul to their
agency and dignity. Participatory processes are as
important as the outcomes they seek to achieve.

To enable meaningful community engagement
in health governance, we must adopt a
two-pronged approach. First, this involves
actively empowering communities: disseminating
information about health rights and governance
platforms; fostering civic awareness early; making
intentional efforts to reach marginalised groups;
and equipping citizens with knowledge, tools,
and resources needed to participate effectively in
health care decision-making processes.

Second, we must sensitise health system actors
to move beyond framing poor awareness as the
sole reason for low health-seeking behaviour and
health-care utilisation among people.

This narrow approach risks individualising
blame, further victimising already vulnerable
populations, and ignoring the structural
determinants of health inequities. True
transformation requires that health professionals
view communities as partners, not passive
recipients, and that they work collaboratively to
address root causes. Establishing platforms for
public engagement is a necessary starting point,
but these platforms must be activated,
strengthened, and made meaningtul.

Reviving civic engagement in health governance

LY A H AR $efierY Y gersfifad Fe

The ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam’ and Karnataka’s Gruha Arogya Schemes

‘HAawe 43 ATYIH’ IR Fetesd F TE IRNTT FSQ

o The ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam (Medicine at people’s doorstep’)
scheme, introduced in Tamil Nadu in August 2021, and the Karnataka’s
Gruha Arogya scheme, launched in October 2024 and expanded to all
districts in June 2025, aim to deliver health care at doorsteps for
persons with non-communicable diseases.

‘Aol I ASYHA (A1 & AT W &an)’ i, afferrg 7 3rred 2021 &
& A 7, 3R Tt A g JRTT ST, FFR 2024 F & g8 IR S
2025 # @t Forall F RrraTRa g, 1 35827 -wardt it @ g it &

EXaTel d TRy WaTv

qgin?n%l

e Several other States are implementing similar programmes.
S 3T U Y ST LG T AT AT A 2

e While such initiatives represent significant strides toward proactive health care, they
also prompt a profound question: as the system strives to reach people’s doorsteps,
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to what extent are citizens themselves able to reach, engage with, and influence
health governance at different levels formally?

Stafer T8 yare Wi Fareey q@eTer 1 {2 # T Agcaqul HEH §, I Teh ATgeT TR
aﬁmﬁ%‘:aawzﬁaﬁﬁ%qmmamqguﬁ T JATH FLAT &, aF [hd &6 doh RIS
T AR FF & faffiest TRT IR FARELH AT T 95, 3T ARG 3R Teima
STelel 3 TETH 872

The subject of citizen engagement

AR Fgsirar &1 fawr

Health governance, once a government-led function, now includes diverse actors
such as civil society, professional bodies, hospital associations and trade
unions.

TATELY A, ST F3H TWHR-IRT FRT AT, 39 SHH ARTRS AT, SATTHTAS AR,
3EqdTer §9 3R ¢35 It o4 fafaer aet anfdrer g1

It operates through formal and informal social processes, with power dynamics
shaping participation and influence.

g 3iaRes 3R satuaTies arenfors afiRansit & Areas 9 s FHar g, TS99 a9
FHIEHIOT SRR 3T 937a 1 3R & B

Public engagement in health policy processes is essential because it affirms self-
respect, counters epistemic injustice and upholds democratic values by enabling
people to shape decisions affecting their health and health-care services.

Ty A afFanst & SaEsiIar 3navTes § i Ig HCHAFATE i IS &l
¢, AATCHS 3T ST HAITT B & 3R AT T 3oTeh FIRLT IR Fareey Janst @
Tafd AU T 3R &Y 7 TaTH ToATehT Al Hedl I AT Tl 5|
Inclusive participation strengthens accountability, challenges elite dominance
and reduces corruption.

oAt sy STaTacE) hr AT Al &, AT o F wagea ! il & & 3N
TSETAR Y & FT &

Without it, health governance risks becoming oppressive and unjust.

S8 T, FATELT ATHA & THAFNI 3R Aot Tofel T GeT |

Moreover, engaging communities fosters collaboration with frontline workers,
improves service uptake, and supports better health outcomes.

S8 IClTdT, HHCTAT I HENCRT HeaATSeT FIAFATH! & T HEI1eT I TeTdl &l &,
ATt F ITANT A GUR el ¢ 3R dgo) Fareed ROt &7 gAd I g |

It also builds mutual understanding and trust between communities and providers.
Ig HACIAT 3 TeTan3it & &rer rat woer 3R fRAearw o sorar 1

The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and public engagement

TS IO FaReey fAerst (NRHM) 3 seragenfarar

The National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), launched in 2005, institutionalised
public engagement in India’s health governance through platforms such as Village

Health Sanitation and Nutrition Committees (VHSNCs) and Rogi Kalyan
Samitis.

TSET ATAT T fA2weT (NRHM), ST 2005 3 & B3, o HIXA & FARET AT H
SAHEHIRNAT T TEATITT § T, S TTH FTIELT FaoodT 3R avor gfafaan
(VHSNCs) 31 it searor afafaar)

Page29

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

These were designed to be inclusive, particularly of women and marginalised
groups, and supported by untied funds for local initiatives.

S FATa T & forw, Ay w0 ¥ Afgensit 3k s1fde & @agh & o, 3k e
ggdl & foIT fa=T o ve & gafda foar =)

In urban areas, key platforms for civic participation include Mahila Arogya Samitis,
Ward Committees, and non-government organisation-led committees.

eredl &1t A, AR iR & forv yi@ #Hat & #Afger e afafaar, arg afafesn,
3R IR-TFHY Heraat qanT ganfed wiAfaar anfde 81

Despite their potential, in some areas these committees have not been established,
while in others where they do exist, they face persistent challenges such as

ambiguous roles, infrequent meetings, underutilisation of funds, poor
intersectoral coordination, and deeply rooted social hierarchies.

3 T & STaS[E, To & 7 I wfAfa vl 76 g8 ¥, Satn ot A AleE €,
dET Sog HETSE AFTC, F d5&, TS FT HA 3R, FHAR A8 THead, 3N
IERTS A ST S WA TeTeshat ST oA el T H1HaAT el Sl 8

Where the problem lies
AT Fgl [ART &

A major challenge in India’s health system lies in the prevailing mindset toward
public engagement.

HICT hY TATELY YUTTRl H Ueh YW Feilcll SieTcll &l FEATTaIAT o Uil Treifeled ATl aeher
# fafed &1
Policymakers, health administrators and providers often view communities as

passive recipients of care rather than as active participants in shaping health
systems.

M FAATAT, T2 FRIE 3R YeTdT 3R THErAT sl Ty JoTferdl i 3R
ool Ao Tgerell & ST ha el STTe & fATSHY Tedehd & &9 H WA §

Programme performance is typically measured through target-based metrics, such
as the number of “beneficiaries” reached, with little reflection on how programmes
are implemented or experienced on the ground.

HRIshH & FeRlel &l IHAR T ATEIT-3TEMMRT AIEST & AT ST 8, Sid &
“eeNTT” bt HET, wHfehet Tg A 8 S&T STl & foh Srisha STHIT TR 3 o9 fohu il
© AT 3eTehT 37737 HAT 81Tl o |

The use of the term “beneficiaries” itself signals a deeper issue: it frames citizens
as objects of intervention, not as rights-holders or co-creators of health systems.

“SATATAT" Qrec ST ITJNIT &) Teh I FHEAT T SATAT & TE AR T gETETT & AT
& & H FE AT &, o fob TSN UReh AT TR YONTAT & He-THAATAT & &7 |

Although the National Health Mission promotes bottom-up planning, including
community participation in Programme Implementation Plans, such engagement is
rare in practice.

TS T A H @ SR 6T AT Follel 1 WedTied Al &, foras FHery
HTAMET AR &, AfeheT AT SATAGTRS §I A GoIH &

Health governance spaces remain dominated by medical professionals,
predominantly trained in western biomedical models.
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TR G & &1 H 7T &9 § 9iRue) Sig-ffhean Alse & qRIferd fifdhcas
JUET Y@ g
Health administrative leadership, across national, State, district, and sub-district

levels, is typically held by doctors who are expected to learn public health
administration on the job

TSER, T, ToTell 3R 3-ToTell T I TR TR sicjed HIHA: Sierell o I
BT & foieg Ay & greT Irdaifoier Tareey 9emasT @eT gidr &

Promotions are often based on seniority rather than public health expertise,
reinforcing a medicalised and hierarchical system that remains disconnected from
community realities.

el [l 3R IRSSAT W AR gidlt 8 o o drdaifaes Farees faivsiar |,
S ad v RfhcaehIar 3R TeTeIsh A JoTTell HoTgd glcll & Sit FHETT T aredidehdi3it
H 37191 Bl 8

Scholarly work on health policy suggests that resistance to public engagement often
stems from concerns over increased workload, greater accountability pressures,
regulatory capture by dominant medical and capitalist interests, and the absence of
a level playing field in governance processes.

Tareey Afe o) fag@arer eier g § 3 SFevar 6 #Arefiery & ufa aforier 3R 9
EU 1A & Ssd, 31Tk STaTereer aeTd, Yo Rfehear 3R qefard fedt garT faamren
sheatl, IR TRMAfAS UhAT3HT H FHATT AT o 37T A 3cToet GBIl 8|

In the absence of functional or inclusive engagement platforms, citizens often resort
to alternative channels, such as protests, media campaigns, and legal action to
make their voices heard.

Wwwﬁ%ﬁmﬂﬁmﬁﬁ%mﬁ,myqﬁmqgmﬁ%ﬁw
e fader, AT 31fare 3R Frefl FIiars A dehfeus ATeTH 9= g

These responses reflect a deep and unmet need for participation, voice and
accountability in health governance in India.

I 9fAfHATE 0 7 Ty wRirae # HRfY, 3marst 3R STaracer $r g 3R qir
& ST T axielt €

The need for a shift
gRade Y 3maegsar

A fundamental mindset shift is needed among governance actors.
TR o THAATSAT o &g U Alfores AATASRar IRade 3MaT+ ¢

Community engagement must no longer be seen as merely to achieve programme
targets.

HHETT T ANGRT T halel I o &N T ATecd et & T ET SWT ST AMMB T

Treating people as instrumental to health outcomes is not only reductive but also
deeply disrespectful to their agency and dignity.

AT 2T Shelel TAELT GRUTHT o ATET o §G H SWAT of Shdol HepTeld g dfodh IeTehl
1A 3T IRAT F I 18T 39HTT o &

Participatory processes are as important as the outcomes they seek to achieve.

ARG ITshATT 37 GROUTHAT & FHATH &1 AgcaqUl & foles d T el I1gd o
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To enable meaningful community engagement in health governance, we must adopt
a two-pronged approach.

T YR 7 A1 TG ARNERY & T g9 al-EeuTeHe giSeahioT e grem|

First, this involves actively empowering communities: disseminating information
about health rights and governance platforms; fostering civic awareness early;
making intentional efforts to reach marginalised groups; and equipping citizens with
knowledge, tools, and resources needed to participate effectively in health care
decision-making processes.

TG, SHH Hishd T U HHACIAT Y FRAFA ST ATTAST §: FAELY HTAART X Foreret
FET T ST HelleT; FATRTNe STEaTkehcll Sl RS H TeraT o, FIAT W IS WHGI o
STASSTRR TET SefloT; 3R ARG T HTALTR AT, ITROT 3R FHTET FeTeT el
IR F TAELT SWHTS TAoTT-TAHATOT Ufshanail 3 gardT &9 & H191 of Th |

Second, we must sensitise health system actors to move beyond framing poor
awareness as the sole reason for low health-seeking behaviour and health-care
utilisation among people.

G, §H FATELY YTl & HIRIHAT3IT 1 TG HHSAT 81911 o IS STERRehcll b1 Slail &
Tareey-gett cuggR 31K Tareey AT 3UART H AT T THHATT HRUT F JA |

This narrow approach risks individualising blame, further victimising already
vulnerable populations, and ignoring the structural determinants of health
inequities.

g Heh1oT gfSeanIoT cafarderd aINRITUT & S8 YT T §, Tget @ & FHSR MTaTdr
I AR 3178 N3T FIAT 8, IR TARLT HFATAATHT o TXeATcHE HRUI hl eI @l
FAT I
True transformation requires that health professionals view communities as

partners, not passive recipients, and that they work collaboratively to address root
causes.

arEdfaesh gRacie o foT 3aegeh § foh Tareey 9RIaR HHeTal S [HTShY JTecehe &
TSI HBER & ¥ H W 3R 378 HROUN T AT It & [T TgIRIcHS 9 & FHIF
ey

Establishing platforms for public engagement is a necessary starting point, but these
platforms must be activated, strengthened, and made meaningful.

AISSTeleh TEHTITCT oh FHel T AT 3TaeTeh R Toig &, Afehet gof Hell T
Gfehd, TAF 3R AT 1T AT AT
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What will be the impact of Google antitrust cas

What were the findings of the Competition Commission of India’s investigation into Google? Did the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal uphold the

findings of the C

CI? Why did the tribunal reduce the financial penalty from 93644 crore to 21669 crore?

EXPLAINER

John Xavier

The story so far:
n August 8, the Supreme Court
admitted an appeal filed by
Alphabet Inc., the parent
company of Google, against a
judgment of the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). The tribunal
had earlier upheld, at least in part, the
Competition Commission of India’s (CCI)
findings that Google had abused its
dominant position in the Android
ecosystem to indulge in anti-competitive
practices. Alongside Google’s appeal, the
Court also admitted related petitions from
the CClitself and the Alliance Digital India
Foundation (ADIF), which is a coalition of
Indian startups critical of Big Tech
dominance. A Bench led by Justice P.S.
Narasimha has listed the matter for a
detailed hearing in November.

What has the CCI accused Google of?
The CCI’s investigation into Google began
in 2020, sparked by complaints from app
developers and industry groups who
alleged that Google was using its market
dominance in Android to push its own
services and restrict fair competition.

By 2022, the Commission concluded
that Google had engaged in multiple
anti-competitive practices. Chief among
them was the mandatory use of the
Google Play Billing System (GPBS) for
in-app purchases on the Play Store. This
meant that developers had to use
Google's payment processing system,
paying a commission that typically ranged
between 15% and 30%, rather than
integrating their own billing solutions.

The regulator also found that Google
exempted its own app YouTube from
these billing requirements, giving them a
cost advantage over competing services.
This, the CCI argued, distorted the
level-playing field and harmed both rival
developers and consumers.

In addition, the CCI highlighted that
the Android licensing model required
smartphone makers to pre-install
Google’s suite of apps — Search, Chrome,
YouTube, and others - as a condition for
access to the Google Play Store. According
to the Commission, this bundling
restricted consumer choice and
suppressed innovation from alternative
app providers.

Based on these findings, the CCI
imposed a fine of ¥936.44 crore on Google
and issued a set of behavioural remedies,
including directives to decouple Google’s
payment system from Play Store access
ensure transparency in billing data, and
refrain from using such data to advantage
its own services.

What is Google’s defence?

Google rejected the CCI's conclusions,
arguing that its practices were designed to
enhance user experience, maintain
security, and enable a sustainable
business model for the Android
ecosystem.

The company maintained that Android
is an open-source operating system,
available for free to device manufacturers,
and that Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) are not obligated
to install Google’s proprietary apps if they
choose to license the core Androi
platform without Play Store access. It
argued that pre-installing a set of Google
apps was a matter of efficiency and user
convenience, and did not prevent users
from downloading competing apps.

On the billing side, Google claimed that
GPBS ensured safe and reliable

In court: A logo of Google is seen on its office building in Hyderabad. ReuTErs

transactions for users, helping to prevent
fraud and reduce payment failures. The
commission fees, it said, were consistent
with industry standards and provided
developers access to Google’s global
infrastructure, distribution reach, and
regular security updates.

Google also argued that exempting
certain in-house services from GPBS was
not anti-competitive but a recognition of
differences in their business models. It
pointed out that many leading Indian
apps like PhonePe, Paytm, and Hotstar
had grown successfully on Android,
which shows that the market remained
vibrant and competitive.

What was the NCLAT’s judgment?

In March, the NCLAT delivered its ruling
on Google’s appeal against the CCI’s 2022
order. The tribunal upheld several of the
CCI’s findings, agreeing that Google’s
mandatory billing policy and bundling of
apps a 1 to abuse of domi; e

reversal of the findings, the CCI wanted its
original penalties and remedies restored
in full, and ADIF argued that the tribunal
had gone too easy on Google.

What’s at stake now?

The case raises fundamental questions
about how much control a dominant
platform like Android should have over
the devices and services it supports, and
to what extent regulators can intervene in
the name of competition.

For consumers, a ruling in favour of
the CCI could mean more choice and
potentially lower prices. If developers can
bypass GPBS and use cheaper payment
systems, they might pass on some of the
savings to users. Greater transparency
and restrictions on data use could also
enhance privacy and fairness in app
rankings and recommendations.
However, industry observers warn that
loosening Google’s control could lead to

However, it reduced the financial penalty
from ¥936.44 crore to 3216.69 crore,
reasoning that the original amount was
disproportionate to the conduct in
question. The NCLAT also struck down
some of the CCI's behavioural directions,
holding that certain remedies were either
over-broad or lacked sufficient
evidentiary basis. In May 2025, following
a review petition, the tribunal reinstated
two key directions that Google must be
transparent about its billing data policies,
and that it must not use such data to gain
a competitive advantage for its own apps
and services.

This partial victory left all parties
dissatisfied. Google sought a complete

more in Android, with
different devices offering inconsistent
user experiences.

For smartphone makers, the verdict
could influence licensing costs and
product flexibility. If the Supreme Court
upholds the CCI's original remedies,
OEMSs might gain more leeway to
pre-install competing services or
experiment with alternative Android
versions without losing access to the Play
Store. This could be especially significant
for smaller Indian brands that have
struggled to differentiate themselves in a
Google-centric ecosystem.

For Indian startups and app
developers, the case represents an
opportunity to level the playing field

against a global giant. ADIF has argued
that Google’s policies not only limit
payment options but also give it an undue
edge in promoting its own apps. A strong
pro-CCI ruling could give local companies
better bargaining power and distribution
access.

For Google, the stakes go beyond India.

The country is one of its largest markets
by user base, and an adverse ruling here
could trigger similar regulatory demands
in other jurisdictions. It could also force
Google to reconsider its global Android
business model, especially if courts
require it to unbundle services or open its
billing systems.

What is the road ahead?

The Supreme Court’s hearings in
November will likely examine both the
legal interpretation of “abuse of
dominance” under the Indian
competition law and the economic
realities of platform markets. Whatever
the outcome, the decision will set an
important precedent for how India
balances innovation, consumer
protection, and market fairness in the
digital era. With Android powering over
95% of smartphones in the country, the
Court’s ruling will directly influence how
hundreds of millions of Indians access
apps, make payments, and use mobile
services in the years to come.

If the case ends with strong
enforcement of the CCI’s original
directions, India could emerge as a
leading example of robust digital market
regulation outside the EU. On the other
hand, if the Court sides with Google, it
will reaffirm the status quo.

THE GI¢
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On August 8, the Supreme
Court admitted an appeal filed
by Alphabet Inc., the parent
company of Google, against a
judgment of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

v

The CCl concluded that Google
had engaged in multiple
anti-competitive practices.
Chief among them was the
mandatory use of the Google
Play Billing System (GPBS) for
in-app purchases on the Play
Store.

v

The Supreme Court's hearings
in November will likely
examine both the legal
interpretation of “abuse of
dominance” under the Indian
competition law and the
economic realities of platform
markets.
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Impact of Google Antitrust Case

IETT TEIEES ATH FT T
On August 8, the Supreme Court admitted an appeal filed by Alphabet Inc.

(parent company of Google) against a judgment of the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

8 3ITEA HY, GHH FIE A HEBEC I, (IR HT W FeAT) FART TET FHYaAt
&It T 3fA=HTOT (NCLAT) & horet & f&eme grR 3rdie & T fier &)

The tribunal had earlier upheld, at least in part, the Competition
Commission of India’s (CCI) findings that Google had abused its
dominant position in the Android ecosystem to indulge in anti-
competitive practices.

3TTIOT o Ugel, HH F e AP T H, HRAT FfaeaeT 3T (CCl) & 37 fAshy
oY S 1T AT o T[Tl o U3ies Saiflees # 370eh weeaeral feufer &1 geoer
Fh gfarayl-fae sfafafay o afeca g3

Alongside Google’s appeal, the Court also admitted related petitions from the CCI

itself and the Alliance Digital India Foundation (ADIF), a coalition of Indian startups
critical of Big Tech dominance.

IETS T 31T & HY-A1Y, FHIE 7 CCl 3R verw fBfaee $f3ar wr3ser= (ADIF)
TRt o TR o, St faeT & wagea T 31TellrelT et aTel (TR ey
T IS B |

A Bench led by Justice P.S. Narasimha has listed the matter for a detailed hearing
in November.

i dr.ow. FAFET T 3regardr arell 9 o Al Y faEd Gordrs daat # 7
el

e What has the CCl accused Google of?
CCI & I[aTel I 4T 3R 91T 2

The CCI’s investigation into Google began in 2020, sparked by complaints from app
developers and industry groups alleging Google was using its market dominance
in Android to push its own services and restrict fair competition.

CCI Y I[3Tel TN ST 2020 & Y& §3, S ¥ Sqeradt 3R ST Faggh i Rsbracl &
IR oY, [Siegiet TR ofeTrar AT foh I[3TeT Ugigs # 39 dTeR WIed T 3TN 79T
Qar3it 1 gerar ot 3R fasar gfaeae’ 1 AT et & forw 3 @ |

By 2022, the Commission concluded that Google had engaged in multiple anti-
competitive practices.

2022 o, 31T & fevseny foeptert foh aTer of shg wfareaet-faiedt smsit o fewar foran
r|

Chief among them was the mandatory use of the Google Play Billing System
(GPBS) for in-app purchases on the Play Store.
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SoTH HEY YT AT o TR W 1-U7 TR & ot aarer ot faferar Rwesr (GPBS) &1
ey saeT|

This meant developers had to use Google’s payment processing system, paying a
commission typically ranging between 15% and 30%, rather than integrating their
own billing solutions.

SHhT HcTeld AT foh STTIE ohY T[Tl & $ITclTeT AT [HECH T ST AT TSl T,
TS TeT 3T AR W 15% @ 30% & ST FHIRIT AT ISAT AT, ToIT 3o T & fafoiar
AT T Tehlehel el |

The regulator also found that Google exempted its own app YouTube from these
billing requirements, giving it a cost advantage over competing services.

foarees ¥ g off I foh IETeT o 379 U0 YT A 5T Tofolar ATaeTyeheli3it & Hed

@, TSad 38 giaeaeil Aar3it W anRrd |t &

This, the CCI argued, distorted the level-playing field and harmed both rival
developers and consumers.

CCl o ¢ 2T foh S AT IHaw 1 Arglel R g31 3R Jfdeddy saeraar @
SUHIFAT3 Al Y ThaETeT G|
In addition, the CCI highlighted that the Android licensing model required

smartphone makers to pre-install Google’s suite of apps — Search, Chrome,
YouTube, and others — as a condition for access to the Google Play Store.

g 37eTdT, CCl & 9T o Ugies ATgd e ASd & dgd THICHIS [ATAT3T &l IEre
& ¥o| — T, A, JgIS 3T — T N-FFeler T AT AT aifeh 375 IErer oot TR
o Igd A A |

According to the Commission, this bundling restricted consumer choice and
suppressed innovation from alternative app providers.

3TANET & TR, 39 Fsfoier o 3usiarar i v & @fAd a2 fGar ik dafeus 0o
JETAT3T Sl AGTIR &TH T T GaT faT|

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

Composition

NCLAT hears appeals against:
1.

2.

3.

Constitution: Established under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013.
Operational Since: 1 June 2016.

Nature: Quasi-judicial body that hears appeals against orders passed by certain
regulatory authorities.

Chairperson — Must be a retired or serving Judge of the Supreme Court or Chief
Justice of a High Court.

Judicial Members — Retired/serving High Court Judges.

Technical Members — Persons with expertise in company law, corporate finance,
accountancy, or competition law.

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) orders under the Companies Act,
2013.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) orders under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016.

Competition Commission of India (CCl) orders under the Competition Act,
2002.
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4. Orders under Section 61 of the Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008.
1.4 Powers
e Same powers as a Civil Court under the Code of Civil Procedure for summoning
witnesses, requiring documents, etc.
o Decisions of NCLAT can be appealed only to the Supreme Court within 45
days.

Competition Commission of India (CCl)
o Constitution: Statutory body established under the Competition Act, 2002.
o Objective: Promote competition, prevent anti-competitive practices, and protect
consumer interests.
e Operational Since: 2009.
Composition
e Chairperson — Expert in law, economics, or commerce.
e Members — 2 to 6 members appointed by the Central Government.
Functions
1. Prohibition of Anti-competitive Agreements (Section 3).
2. Prohibition of Abuse of Dominant Position (Section 4).
3. Regulation of Combinations — Mergers, acquisitions (Sections 5 & 6).
4. Competition advocacy & advisory to government.
2.4 Powers
e Investigative powers through the Director General (DG).
o Can impose monetary penalties, issue cease-and-desist orders.

Page36

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

KEYWORD

Remaking the world order: U.S. President Donald Trump speaks to the press in the Press Briefing Room at the White House, in Washington D.C., U.S., on August 11. REUTERS

Will the rules-based international order
survive the Trump presidency?

The rules-based international order was brought into existence by the US. And now with the onslaught of political and economic confrontations
foisted on the world by US. President Donald Trump, the same order seems to be unravelling

GS II: World Order

ecent observations on the

rules-based international

order have suggested that this

system of interlocking
governance institutions that emerged
since the end of World War 11, known to
some as Pax Americana, mighl survive or
thrive despite the onslaught of political
and economic confrontations foisted on
the world by U.S. President Donald
Trump. The real question is not about its
survivability per se, but rather the extent
to which it might mutate under pressure
from Washington’s coercive policy
prescriptions inflicted upon developing
and emerging economies, particularly
across the Asian region.

A few definitional remarks are in order
at this point. Firstly, the rules-based
international order, a liberal paradigm
seen as a remedy to the devastation
wreaked by the two World Wars, was
brought into existence by the U.S. This
was made possible by the U.S. pushing
ahead with the Marshall Plan to rebuild
war-torn Europe, returningittoa
minimum threshold of economic
advancement and political stability that
would enable the continent to support
the global narrative of a unipolar world as
envisioned by Washington. Thereafter, a
broad set of “norms and institutions that
govern international relations as well as
broad patterns of power distribution and
economic flows across the world, most of
it backstopped by American power and
leadership” came into force, including the
World Trade Organisation (WTO), the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank (as well as the
“Washington consensus” that they
implied), and a variety of related
or All these institution
existed to put guardrails in place for
international politics — in other words
these organisations were used as leverage
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to limit the regional and global ambitions
of any potential rival to the
aforementioned unipolar balance of
power.

The triumphs of Pax Americana
The argument made by some who see the
continuation of the rules-based
international order even through the
turbulence of the Trump years is that
throughout the history of Asia’s
development, the U.S. has displayed the
very same bullying tactics around the
region that curbed and shaped the growth
trajectory of Asian powerhouse
economies. For example, Sandeep
Bhardwaj argues that during the post-War
years, when Japanese cloth imports of the
U.S. outsold American domestic product,
the U.S. in 1955 compelled Japan to agree
to a voluntary export restriction that
capped the latter’s share of the U.S.
market. However, the U.S. has equally
nurtured the quality of openness within
the rules-based order, allowing room for
Asian and Latin American economies to
periodically assert themselves and play a
larger role within limited spaces, thus
introducing the necessary element of
system flexibility that has helped it
endure despite a series of economic and
political shocks over the past half century.
Examples cited of such openness
within Pax Americana include the U.S.
and developed nations encouraging
developing countries to join the United
Nations umbrella of institutions; getting
China to join the WTO in 2001 after going
slow on global concerns about Beijing’s
human rights violations; supporting

Japan’s entry to the G-7 in 1973; strongly

backing the entry of China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, and Saudi Arabia into
the G20; establishing the UN Millennium
Development Goals to backstop the
financing of industrialisation in emerging
economies; and structural adjustment
loans from the IMF. These loans, however,

were a double edged sword, offering a
financial lifeline for Asian countries while
benefitting U.S. trade policy by forcing the
opening up of these markets.

The extent of U.S." power

There is no denying that the rules-based
international order is far from an
authoritarian hierarchy of forced policy
prescriptions and expected political
genuflection of so-called subordinate
Asian nations. Yet, it is fair to ask whether
such a warped balance of power in favour
of the U.S. could ever emerge, given the
Asian trajectory of rapid economic
growth built on global trading and capital
systems, the collective social
emancipation of people, the propagation
of individual and institutional liberty, and
the growing state capacity for meaningful
regional action and collaboration. If the
sense of agency and autonomous power
of Asian nation-states is overlooked, then
it leads to a false sense of U.S.
munificence in “bestowing” openness
and flexibility upon the rules-based order.
In reality, the U.S., for all its economic
heft and technological prowess had no
choice but to find its own place within
this complex matrix of competing nations
worldwide, each strong in specific
economic sectors, but perhaps less so in
other areas,

Within this more reasoned paradigm of
the global political economy, which
neither denies the unipolarity of the
present moment nor overstates the U.S.'s
ability to impose its hegemonic ambitions
on other nations in today’s multi-alliance,
interconnected and interdependent
framework of international engagement,
it becomes clear that damage done to the
rules-based liberal international order
under the second Trump administration
will transform the order to the point of it
resembling a new order entirely.

Tronically, at the heart of this act of
reshaping the rules-based liberal
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international order, are not so much the
consequences of what the U.S. is inflicting
upon Asian nations but rather its abrupt
pulling of the rug from under the heels of
Europe by undermining the ideological
cause and financial prospects of NATO
and leaving the continent exposed to the
risk of ever-increasing depredations of
Russia.

Similarly, the resoluteness with which
Mr. Trump has tied his administration to
the whims and fancies of the genocidal
and warmongering causes of Israel’s
Benjamin Netanyahu will rewrite the
playbook for everyone. This will impact
the rulers of Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye,
rethinking regional political dynamics, as
much as it will aspiring college students
from India seeking admissions in
countries other than the U.S. in the wake
of compulsory social media scrutiny as a
condition of visa issuance.

A new order

Yes, the silhouettes of the old rules-based
liberal international order will continue to
fall upon the new arrangements that the
world will find itself forced to confront by
the end of the second Trump term.

However, there can be no denying that
it will indeed be a new order built on the
rise of bilateral agreements in place of
broader regional ones.

The newer order will feature the
widespread use of economic sanctions to
penalise political opponents across the
globe in contravention of WTO norms;

ever-growing skirmishes and limited wars;

a reliance on drones and Al to settle
territorial and other disputes; as well as a
steady, catastrophic dismembering of
global institutions fostering cooperation,
reducing transactions costs and speaking
up for human rights and standards of
international engagement more broadly.

Pax Americana may well give rise to
the next phase of its own evolution, Flux
Americana.
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Will the rules-based international order survive the Trump
presidency?

T fATA-3MeRT ARSI STTEYT €T & Tseufa FrdwreT &
Sifad g greeit?

e The rules-based international order was brought into existence by the U.S. And
now with the onslaught of political and economic confrontations foisted on the world
by U.S. President Donald Trump, the same order seems to be unravelling.

-3 ARSI FaEYT T AT IARHT SR ham ary 27 3R 319
IARFY Tegafar Sares €0 garT gfaar o A 7T TSt 3R 3 et &

PIOT TE SHGEAT Ceell §5 AoR AT LT &

o Recent observations on the rules-based international order have suggested that this
system of interlocking governance institutions that emerged since the end of World
War Il, known to some as Pax Americana, might survive or thrive despite the
onslaught of political and economic confrontations foisted on the world by Donald
Trump.

ATA-3MTRT HRUSERT STTEAT I FTeT & 3 dellehell ¥ TdT Tolcll § 7o gfadir faea
JEH & 3 A 390, 3R Fo A9 @R YFq ARSI gl ST aTell, Ig TRER ST
QATE HEAT3HT T YOI, SNATes €7 SaRT Gietdl 9 AT 1T Jsfeiticreh 3 31T Tehral
& SdS[G Sdd I8 Hehcll & IT Bol-Fel Hebell & |

e The real question is not about its survivability per se, but rather the extent to which it
might mutate under pressure from Washington’s coercive policy prescriptions
inflicted upon developing and emerging economies, particularly across the Asian
region.

AT TaTd 3T SNfad & T eTHAT S TR F G 8, Soh sTIRFE F
FITTe FI TaeGEdr Y Afera et & cara &, 3 e 39 IR
3reicgaean3it, WY TRIATE &7 9T STl 913 €, I8 fhaell e dehdl B

o ITHT HATH FE & foh Ie AET FohT €3 Tk SIS ehi qaTarqut Afaat & T 7 faerfira 3R 3wl g8
TS, WEsH TR H, saet Tkl 2l
o The rules-based international order is a liberal paradigm seen as a remedy to the
devastation caused by the two World Wars, brought into existence by the U.S.
T -STeTid ST Heee U STRAT givenior & S 2 forg 7 T daTet 1 gt AT ST °, T
38 STafeERT gR wenfa fopa m
e The U.S. pushed the Marshall Plan to rebuild war-torn Europe, restoring economic
advancement and political stability, supporting the narrative of a unipolar world as
envisioned by Washington.
ST  TE-TR JUT 1 I o A W9 et o] fopam, TSraey ameien svier 37 Trsiifores feerar
I 3T, S TeRgea forg it ST FHewr w1 anei firem

e A broad set of norms and institutions governing international relations, power
distribution, and economic flows, mostly backed by American power, came into
force including the WTO, IMF, and World Bank, alongside the “Washington
consensus.”
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AW Taiell, TTieh forawor, 37T Tide YaTe ol (R s aTel sa1ush e iR dear, S siferepisr
Rt it g gwfda €, @ e, f vy samam e (WTO), siawrgdia gzn @i (IMF) 3k fag
SR T &, @rer & "AffRiTe e i

o These institutions acted as guardrails for international politics, limiting ambitions of
any potential rival to the unipolar balance of power.

¥ HEA ST TSI 6 T ST T h TE W X o, S Torelt ot wirford it i wohger ik
T 2RI AT & =T HecaThie shi Hifird Fed Al

The Triumphs of Pax Americana
e SRR T AReTaTd

e Some argue that despite the turbulence during Trump’s years, the U.S. displayed
bullying tactics in Asia that shaped the growth of powerhouse economies.
7 AN T T § 1o 2 o AT o S G Hohel o TSI, STHIGHT o TR § eHepM arelt WHifaat
TS S S STefeareai 3 forehTe st SRR It 2

e For example, in 1955, when Japanese cloth imports outsold American products, the
U.S. compelled Japan to agree to a voluntary export restriction, capping Japan’s
share of the U.S. market.
FaTewur & fow, 1955 o St STt shug st 31rra fosht it Scamel @ e1ferek off, qer smfent 3 S 6

feos Fata wiser W genfd 3 o g wee o, e ST o SToftht aTem & foed 1 it i fem

o The U.S. also nurtured openness within the rules-based order, allowing Asian and
Latin American economies to assert themselves periodically, introducing system
flexibility.

ST 3 FraH-SATeTid e § Qe s @, e TR s AT smitht st a-aw ®
ST STE ST Tehi, ST ST § 3Tevdeh eeeiTd T 371

o Examples of such openness include:
T oIo o IETEN | M o

o U.S. and developed nations encouraging developing countries to join the
United Nations institutions.
ST S R <=1 ST forehraeiicl <=1 i €@gwh Weg o1 el § A e o g Sieattea
h{Tl

o Getting China to join the WTO in 2001 after delays due to concerns about
Beijing’s human rights violations.
= 2001 F WTO o sriftrer sz, st sifSim & aHenfierR Seaoqt i oot feidrstl & ot 38
| g

o Supporting Japan’s entry to the G-7 in 1973.

1973 & Smum & G-7 & Yoz i1 90|

o Backing the entry of China, India, Indonesia, Japan, and Saudi Arabia
into the G20.
=, 9RA, TSR, AT, 3R Td o’a & G20 H yawT H amed)

o Establishing the UN Millennium Development Goals to support financing
industrialization in emerging economies.
ST STHEEITHT H HThIHT o foraror o T Teges T aeanedt forehra eted shi STl

o Providing structural adjustment loans from the IMF, which acted as a
financial lifeline but also forced opening of markets benefiting U.S. trade
policy.
IMF 5 fou 7Tu SemTedes ST sBUT, ST ATfeh G- o, SAfsh @rer & SRl sl @ieH &
TG Ao ot o Foreret STHTLhT ST it shi & 8raT ol
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The Extent of U.S.” Power
STfERT Y wifcs Y dar

e There is no denying that the rules-based international order is far from an
authoritarian hierarchy of forced policy prescriptions and expected political
subservience of so-called subordinate Asian nations.

T TlFR T q¥He ¢ o Fram-amenfia siauregia soawer foret aament wergsn & sga g & set ot
T STEEET AT fohAT ST 81 3 e stefiey uRRmg Se & UsiHifaer STTTe shi 3t s ST 8l

o Yet, it is fair to ask whether such a warped balance of power in favour of the U.S.
could ever emerge, given the Asian trajectory of rapid economic growth built on
global trading and capital systems, the collective social emancipation of people, the
propagation of individual and institutional liberty, and the growing state capacity for
meaningful regional action and collaboration.

T +ft, 7€ 7o 3fua @ fo6 7o 3,ud. o uer § forena vt dqer il YT TendT 8, ETeeRt TR i o
il dfg, At SR ST i Jonferlt W SraTiE, AT Al ArHfeer QrHTiSTen Jith, SafhTa S SEImTd
AT % T, 3 @l wriar S wea o e e Y gt & i e g

o Ifthe sense of agency and autonomous power of Asian nation-states is overlooked,
then it leads to a false sense of U.S. munificence in “bestowing” openness and
flexibility upon the rules-based order.

afe e Tg-TeA Y T Wit S St s e sh TSReie AT ST, 4% 9.0, Y SRt & U
S W T T AT 8 ST RH-SATITNG ST 1 YT S SA=eAo S L 2

o Inreality, the U.S., for all its economic heft and technological prowess had no choice
but to find its own place within this complex matrix of competing nations worldwide,
each strong in specific economic sectors, but perhaps less so in other areas.

IR H, I AT A S THrAToh! HIRTA o6 ATES[E, I.UH. o T forgr o faedeff i o 39 et am-am
H SO STTE G@ o AT HiS forehed TEN o, el B A Fd SATF &1 H ATeld @, Al A &A1 H g
hH]

e Within this more reasoned paradigm of the global political economy, which neither
denies the unipolarity of the present moment nor overstates the U.S.’s ability to
impose its hegemonic ambitions on other nations in today’s multi-alliance,
interconnected and interdependent framework of international engagement, it
becomes clear that damage done to the rules-based liberal international order under
the second Trump administration will transform the order to the point of it

resembling a new order entirely.
T ST ToHETA AT TSTTeh ST o URged |, ST JdH o Uehglaa Ty i 7 af TohRdr & 3R T
& 7.0, T 3T TG R T hl HEcaThiETS shl Ao sl &FaT ohl SgT-<el X ST 8, I8 T Ear & foh
THL U JRTE o qed FHEH-SAT4id IER SR S7aeT i g THEM & I8 T & § Ueh 73 a6l o &9 §
et Sl

o Ironically, at the heart of this act of reshaping the rules-based liberal international
order, are not so much the consequences of what the U.S. is inflicting upon Asian
nations but rather its abrupt pulling of the rug from under the heels of Europe by
undermining the ideological cause and financial prospects of NATO and leaving the

continent exposed to the risk of ever-increasing depredations of Russia.
forgem e @ fof frem-ammenfia Sar Siarrsdi e 1 OH: SR 37 & 39 F1 % g H 3T SRR gR
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TS 3 W STt T 99T & 2, ST foh Se A1er o Senfies Seve 3R ot wvmenTet Bt shEeiR e
U o el et & T Rarwrenrs &, e R HerEiy &6 o sigd grell o g o Sfe SFerd & i 2|

o Similarly, the resoluteness with which Mr. Trump has tied his administration to the
whims and fancies of the genocidal and warmongering causes of Israel’s Benjamin
Netanyahu will rewrite the playbook for everyone.
56t e, o gaar @ #ff 90 7 ST THR T TS o SR TG F THERHRT 3R TS et & Sfrer
2, 98 aeft & fore T wa-frefireer fomm

o This will impact the rulers of Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye, rethinking regional political
dynamics, as much as it will aspiring college students from India seeking admissions
in countries other than the U.S. in the wake of compulsory social media scrutiny as a
condition of visa issuance.

TEHT TWTE F3a! ST ST T o T T ST, &R Triforeh Ticrefierar o gt g, 3o & fofam
WA % 3 hictsl S G & S TS ST G 31 31 o &9 8 SATar |iwret #ifear Sie o HR0T 4,09, %
STATET 3T I § FIRGAT A shY HITIT T 2

A New Order
B EESN)

e Yes, the silhouettes of the old rules-based liberal international order will continue to
fall upon the new arrangements that the world will find itself forced to confront by
the end of the second Trump term.

&, JO -3 TR ST e i STl 39 95 ST 0 s wrt, e AT g g
29 RIS % 3Iq o HEAT BT

o However, there can be no denying that it will indeed be a new order built on the rise
of bilateral agreements in place of broader regional ones.

TRt +f, o1 Tl T B 5 aE wee U S e St St e anf wwsial & v W fywaftr wwshdt
% 3G T AT BRI

e The newer order will feature the widespread use of economic sanctions to penalise
political opponents across the globe in contravention of WTO norms; ever-growing
skirmishes and limited wars; a reliance on drones and Al to settle territorial and other
disputes; as well as a steady, catastrophic dismembering of global institutions
fostering cooperation, reducing transaction costs and speaking up for human rights
and standards of international engagement more broadly.

T3 et 1 forg st Ueifass iRt o1 | 39 o fow enifdies widsen st szmaes sy g, st WTO &
Tt 1 Ieeter BN St ey S €ifid g% B, & 3t 1 et o gere % fAe g oi wetE W
ot 2t wmer & Sfies deet 1 iR, fammereRt faee g S wean it g < €, A9-39 Y AN i
F FA & S AR o AT TEHTAT o W o T STETsT 3314 2

o Pax Americana may well give rise to the next phase of its own evolution, Flux
Americana.

Yo ST T AU STt forenmer STeeen, werert STRTERTAT &t S |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper III: Polity, Governance,And
International Relations)
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1.SC refuses to hear Baghel’s plea against PMLA provision

NTHATAT IaeTe & @S Terel S I Foad @ A FIE H1
SAPR

2.RS returns Manipur Budget Bill in absence of Opposition

faraer #1 srequiufa & veawem A A0 s9re Rdas dlern

3. Landmark study offers new insights into what protects
against dengue

9 W 91T A AT AeE AT §, $H I 9T ISCHIVT TeTel Filel
aTell Hgcaqul T

4. Peacock feathers can behave like small lasers,
researchers say

AR & TT BIC dol Y diE TdeR ST Gohd &, Aerhdrsit FT
FgelT o

5. Assuaging concerns
fRranait Y g F@

6. The airline industry’s best kept dirty secret: sustainable
jet-fuel failures

TS SEANT T TA GUT §3HT el Io: Fehts se-gure i
HABAATT
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Golden crest

GS Ill: S&T

Scattered light: Clouds creating a kaleidoscope of colours in the evening sky over Visakhapatnam on Monday. The visual effect is caused
hv the sratterino af licht thraiioh varvine rland dencities and atmnanherir narticles k R nEEPAK
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SC refuses to hear
Baghel’s plea against
PMLA provision

fe=memsmssmsmamsEm === N
.

'GS Il: ML :
ress Trustof India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said the “devil is
not in the law” but “in the
abuse” of the provisions of
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) as it re-
fused to examine former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s plea chal-
lenging the PMLA provision
empowering the ED to file
supplementary chargesh-
eets in money laundering
cases.

A Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
refused to examine the con-
stitutional validity of Sec-
tion 44 of the PMLA, which
empowers Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) officials to
file supplementary char-
gesheet and said the embar-
go cannot be put on unra-
velling evidences in the
pursuit of truth.

Justice Bagchi told Addi-
tional Solicitor General S.V.

Raju, appearing for the ED,
that further investigation
was not envisaged in 1898
in the original form of code
of criminal procedure but
in 1973 to overcome the
vice of interim police
report.

‘Devil not in the law’
“The devil is not in the law.
The difficulty is in the
abuse. The amendment in
the new code (1973) carried
over to the BNSS, the re-
quirement of judicial over-
sight is coming because 173
(8) CrPC was brought to en-
sure that investigation
concludes in a final report
or a police report. This inte-
rim police report was never
envisaged. In order to avoid
the vice of interim police
report 173 (8) of CrPC was
brought in. Now, what is
happening is that it is not
blocking the vice. This is
the abuse which has to be
seen,” Justice Bagchi told
Mr. Raju.

evidences in the pursuit of truth.

SC refuses to hear Baghel’s
plea against PMLA
provision

NTATAT YT & @Aw
qO FY RAFT oAt § oA

PIC FT SAPR

e The Supreme Court on Monday said
the “devil is not in the law” but “in the
abuse” of the provisions of Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) as it
refused to examine former Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel’s plea
challenging the PMLA provision
empowering the ED to file supplementary
chargesheets in money laundering cases.

AT FIE o AIHTR Y gl T “Aerer Frefer
# g1 & afesh ‘U & §, 519 38 g
SAIITG HEIHAT SN T T 38 ATTerehr
T GoTdTs F SoTehR T T Torers #eft
dAlfege AU JAfATT (PMLA) & 39
TaITeT & Fetel &1 1S AT SiY §3Y @l HeAr
A5 ATFA 7 Yo JRIITT ST Aot
T PR ST B

e A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi refused to examine the
constitutional validity of Section 44 of the
PMLA, which empowers Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officials to file
supplementary chargesheet and said the
embargo cannot be put on unravelling

i AT Fia 3R SAaATeT anrd H o o freAvers fr 4R 44 Hr FAHAs
T T ST @ SAhR A ST, ST aaler fagemera (§3) & 3Rt s g 3gas
I it &7 3TN &l B, 3R gl foh aars & Jerrer & Tl &l 33PR Ha 1

N AT oo ST FehelT |

o Justice Bagchi told Additional Solicitor General S.V. Raju, appearing for the ED,
that further investigation was not envisaged in 1898 in the original form of code of
criminal procedure but in 1973 to overcome the vice of interim police report.

=gl ATt o §3Y T 3R A ger HfaRera wifaflex see va.dY. 79 @ Fer i
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3T3Y T STl T TTaETeT 1898 H Hel MR Uishar Higar & w1gT T, Sfesh 1973 &
31l gferd Rate & @it 1 g &t & o SitsT arar |

‘Devil not in the law’

‘ATt FIe[ H ALY

e “The devil is not in the law. The difficulty is in the abuse. The amendment in the new
code (1973) carried over to the BNSS, the requirement of judicial oversight is coming
because 173(8) CrPC was brought to ensure that investigation concludes in a final
report or a police report. This interim police report was never envisaged. In order to
avoid the vice of interim police report 173(8) of CrPC was brought in. Now, what is
happening is that it is not blocking the vice. This is the abuse which has to be seen,”
Justice Bagchi told Mr. Raju.

et T # 8T ¥ FSAS e 7 1 7A€ Wi (1973) 7 HaATeeT BNSS # o
T, =1 [AIRTEAT Y 3maeTehdr safaT 31s Fife &8 ufhar Gfgdr (CrPC) & ey
173(8) &1 Ig AT Ftet & foIw ofram a1 o S 3ifarer Rate ar gfera R & @
R &1l Fg 3y gfora e shafl w1t |rer a1 2| 3reurh gfos Rie i el &
T & foIT €T 173(8) CrPC oIS aTS| 379 ST 8 W8T & 98 Ig & foh Tg Wi I Ak sTgt
€T ¢ Ig I8 gruNeT ¢ fod @ grem,” ~Arfct AT & A U] & e

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)

* The Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002 is a key legislation in
India aimed at preventing and controlling money laundering, confiscating property
derived from money laundering, and punishing those engaged in such activities.

* The Act came into force on 1st July 2005 to fulfil India’s international obligations,
particularly under the UN Convention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (1988) and recommendations of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF).

Objective of PMLA
* To prevent and control the offence of money laundering.
* To confiscate and seize property obtained from laundered money.
* To deal with any other issues connected with money laundering in India.
Key Concepts
Money Laundering
* Refers to the process of making illegally-gained proceeds (dirty money) appear
legal (clean money).
* Involves three stages:
e Placement: Introducing illicit funds into the financial system.
e Layering: Concealing the source through complex transactions.
e Integration: Reintroducing laundered money into the economy as legitimate
funds.
Scheduled Offences
* PMLA is triggered only when the predicate offence (scheduled offence) listed in its
schedule is committed.
*» The schedule includes offences under:
e Indian Penal Code (IPC)
e Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS)
e Prevention of Corruption Act
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o Arms Act, Wildlife Protection Act, etc.
Enforcement Mechanism
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
* The ED is the primary agency for investigating offences under PMLA.
* Powers include:

e Search and seizure of property.

o Arrest of persons involved.

o Attachment of property derived from money laundering.
Adjudicating Authority
* Appointed by the Central Government to decide whether the property attached is
involved in money laundering.
Appellate Tribunal
* Hears appeals against the orders of the Adjudicating Authority.
Special Courts
* Designated under PMLA to conduct trials for offences of money laundering.
Punishment under PMLA
* Rigorous imprisonment of 3 to 7 years (up to 10 years for offences under NDPS
Act).
* Fine (no maximum limit prescribed).
Recent Updates
* Amendments in 2019 expanded the scope of the definition of money laundering and
widened the list of scheduled offences.
* ED now has more powers for search, seizure, and arrest without prior FIR if a
scheduled offence exists.
« Clarification that money laundering is a continuing offence until the proceeds of
crime are enjoyed.
* Supreme Court in Vijay Madanlal Choudhary vs Union of India (2022) upheld the
constitutional validity of key PMLA provisions, including ED’s powers of arrest and
attachment.

Page46

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

© '\ TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

patriotic

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

Rift between two blocs continues in
Geneva Plastics Treaty negotiations

While one group of countries bats for production cuts to reduce pollution, the other group says the issue can be addressed

through waste management; the plastics manufacturing industry has moved from Europe to South and Southeast Asia

'GS Iil: Environment

Jacob Koshy
GENEVA

he deadlock bet-
T ween two blocs of
countries on the

best way to contain plastic
pollution mirrors a shift in
the global plastic and po-
lymer-manufacturing in-
dustry, which in recent
years has moved out of Eu-
rope and drifted towards
South and Southeast Asia.

Since 2022, the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme has been spear-
heading efforts to get coun-
tries to evolve, by
consensus, a legally bind-
ing treaty that commits
them to address plastic
pollution on land as well as
in oceans.

However, two broad
coalitions have evolved ov-
er four sessions of the In-
tergovernmental Negotiat-
ing Committee (INC) on
Plastic Pollution here — the
High Ambition Coalition
(HAC) chaired by Norway
and Rwanda, consisting of
nearly 80 countries, in-
cluding members of the
European Union (EU), and
the Like Minded Countries

No consensus: Two coalitions have evolved over four sessions of
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in Geneva. AP

(LMC), which includes
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, China and Cuba.
While the latter is not a for-
mal coalition like the HAC,
it is a much smaller group

of countries whose inter-

ests are aligned because
they are all major petro-
chemical states.

India on Saturday had
expressed solidarity with
the LMC. Under the cur-
rent rules of negotiation,
countries cannot pass a
proposal by a majority
vote, and near-unanimous
agreement is required.

The fundamental rift

between the two is that the
HAC says plastic pollution
cannot be contained with-
out imposing cuts or cap-
ping production of plastic
and its constituent, polym-
er. The LMC says plastic
pollution can be addressed
through waste manage-
ment, and imposing pro-
duction cuts would only
cause disruptions in trade,
rather than a meaningful
reduction in plastic pro-
duction and use.

An analysis in July by
the Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA) tracking

the flows of the main
chemical constituents of
plastic — ethylene, propy-
lene, styrene and their de-
rivatives polypropene,
low-density polyethylene,
linear low-density polyeth-
ylene, high-density po-
lyethylene and polyethy-
lene  terephthalate -
showed that Asia dominat-
ed the global trade in prim-
ary plastic polymers, with
11 exporting and 18 import-
ing countries.

Divergent stance
In North America, the Unit-
ed States was the largest
exporter of these primary
plastic polymers, while
several European coun-
tries served as both impor-
ters and exporters. Trade
volumes in Africa and
South America were ne-
gligible. This year, the Unit-
ed States, which is part of
neither coalition but had
always pitched for a
“strong treaty”, said it
would not support any
proposals for production
cuts.

India’s support for the
LMC echoes in a submis-
sion made by the All India

Plastic Manufacturers As-
sociation, an industry lob-
by, to the Chair of the INC
5.2, Ambassador Luis
Vayas Valdivieso, on Au-
gust 5. “We believe that
any cap on the production
of primary polymers will
do more harm than good
as its growing needs in a
multitude of areas cannot
be met with other mate-
rials in the quantities need-
ed,” says the submission.

“We ask that the INC fo-
cus on helping countries
increase their waste man-
agement capabilities... and
build programmes for be-
havioural change to eradi-
cate littering.” Indepen-
dent observers said that
the business case for petro-
leum and polymer refining
in major economies was
“weak”. “Look at China for
instance. Its petrochemical
refining is working at 50%
capacity. Several major re-
finers the world over are
seeing that margins and
demands for polymer pro-
ducts are declining,” said
David Azoulay, managing
attorney, Center for Inter-
national  Environmental
Law, at a seminar.

RS returns Manipur Budget Bill in absence of Opposition

faaer #r Ieqaiafa & TsaweT A AT Tore g wleran

« o The Rajya Sabha discussed and returned to the Lower House the
Budget and Appropriation Bills of Manipur, and the Readjustment of
Representation of Scheduled Tribes in Assembly Constituencies of the
State of Goa Bill on Monday, in the absence of members from
Opposition parties.

o TSTWHT =1 AR T faaed gt & Teel i quieafa 7 AR & e 3R
3regeTet fadrres T et Tew # Rrurerwen fater & & sy seenfaat &
wfafaftes & gor: womaierer & eaftra fdaes ov ==l &1 31K 3¢ demas o wter fem

o o Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, questioned
the Union government for holding a debate while Opposition members were away
to protest in front of the Election Commission against the Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) in Bihar and alleged discrepancies in the voter lists in several other
States.

o ToTEeT # Auer & Aar AfCaFrol @sat o Fg THER ¥ Farel fhar i st fagedt
T BN 7 faeIy arger weersT (SIR) 3R &S 317 U1 H Aderan g4t # & ad
ST o YT FoI1a HTANT & A Yol X g A, T 98 F3T H1s TS|
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e The Readjustment of Representation of Scheduled Tribes in Assembly
Constituencies of the State of Goa Bill provides reservation to Scheduled Tribes
(STs) in the Goa Assembly. The Bill was passed by a voice vote.

o 3T T A Rreraraen faaaer &=t 7 s Serenfaat & wfafafae & oo
FATAIS & Haferd fadre aiar fremerws 7 sqqfara Serenfaar (STs) T 3afor

Ueld T & | I8 fA8ge FaX AdersT 8 9rikd fhar aram|

e The Upper House returned the Manipur budget, the Manipur Appropriation Bill,
and the Manipur Goods and Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, too, during the day,
without a brief discussion, in the absence of the Opposition. Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said both Bills were very critical for Manipur, and
asked the Opposition to participate in the discussion.

o 3T Wt o oot A, fardet iy 3reyufafa , f3a aférea @« & Aftrqy sere, Afog
3regeret farer, 3R AR 9% va Qe F1 (Faeer) fadar o oiter fow ) S R
#ef et Hiarwor 7 #gT 6 et fatae AforR & T Jrcdd Agcaqef § 3R favar @
T 3 ST ofel 3T 3717 fehaT |

e Mr. Kharge, meanwhile, questioned how the Bills were being passed in a din.
“...The House should be in order to have a discussion... This is a betrayal of
democracy,” he said. Leader of the House and Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda
said democracy should be protected, but the House “cannot be held hostage”.

o ST &1 4ft W3t F TaTel T o AR-2RE & o7 fadae Fa qIRT e gl «...aar
& T Heet Geaafeyd g 1T . I Awdd & W1 RrRaraam €, 3¢l FeTl HaeT
& oar 3R F Tareey 7 .. AT A Fgr IR AT T @I gl AT, AT
HEeT T “Seh oTg] TATAT T FehT |
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Landmark study offers new insights
into what protects against dengue

Developing a universal vaccine is challenging due to the complex immune mechanisms; in dengue virus cases, the initial immunity after the first

infection increases the risk of severe disease, rather than conferring protection, when a person is infected a second time with a different serotype

S :

Puneet Kumar
Vipin M. Vashishtha

he specific components of the

immune response in a human

body that protect against a

dengue virus (DENV) infection
and the subsequent illness remain
unclear. Scientists are still trying to
understand how natural infection and
vaccination protect people so that they
can develop better vaccines.

Now, a novel study has revealed
important insights into developing strong
immunity against DENV, which is
otherwise quite complex. Researchers
from the US and the Philippines have
identified specific antibodies, known as
envelope dimer epitope (EDE)-like
antibodies, as the key for building broad,
cross-serotype immunity following
natural infection or vaccination.

The findings, published recently in
Science Translational Medicine, represent
a significant step forward in
understanding dengue immunity and
could lead to more effective therapeutics.

Disease burden and dengue vaccines
Dengue is a major global health challenge
caused by any of four DENV serotypes
(DENVI to DENV4). It is the most
common vector-borne viral disease, with
half of the world’s population at risk,
especially in Southeast Asia, Africa, and
the Americas. According to one large
study in 2013, the economic burden of
dengue in Southeast Asia is higher than
that of 17 other conditions, including
Japanese encephalitis, upper respiratory
infections, and hepatitis B.

And yet developing a universally
effective vaccine has proven difficult
thanks to the complex immune
mechanisms involved. In DENV cases, the
initial immunity after the first infection
(ak.a. primary immunity) paradoxically
increases the risk of severe disease rather
than conferring protection when a person
is infected a second time with a different
serotype of the virus. This phenomenon,
called antibody-dependent enhancement,
occurs when non-neutralising antibodies
bind to partially immature virus particles,
facilitating their entry into immune cells
and worsening the infection. All severe
dengue cases requiring hospitalisation
result from such second infections.

Since vaccines mimic natural
infections, the risk of antibody-dependent
enhancement after the first dose is the
main challenge for dengue vaccines,
which is why they are usually
recommended only for individuals with
prior exposure to the virus and avoided in
dengue-naive people.

After exposure to at least two different
DENV serotypes, a person develops true
protection, known as “secondary
immunity,” against future disease.

Currently, two primary dengue
vaccines are licensed (in some countries):
Dengvaxia and QDENGA. These shots are
most effective for individuals who have
already been exposed to dengue at least
once before vaccination. Laboratory
confirmation of a previous dengue
infection is required for vaccination with
Dengvaxia.

Outbreak in Cebu

DENV is an enveloped virus, meaning it
has a protective outer layer. A key
component of this layer is the envelope

EDE-like antibodies had limited effects against viral replication. They were more protective against severe disease. G. RAMAKRISHNA

(E) protein, which is the primary target for
the body’s immune response.

The E protein is arranged in pairs on the
virus surface, creating complex
three-dimensional structures known as
quaternary epitopes. EDE is a critical
quaternary epitope and an important
target for vaccines and therapeutic
antibodies.

In June 2017, Cebu province in the
Philippines offered at least the first dose of
a dengue vaccine to children aged 9-14
years. For the new study, the researchers
recruited and followed a cohort of 2,996
such children. Of them, 1,782 received the
first dose of the vaccine, and the rest
remained unvaccinated. The researchers
collected baseline blood samples one
month before the vaccination campaign
and follow-up samples 17-28 months after
the campaign.

There had been an unusually large
dengue outbreak in Cebu between the
baseline and follow-up sample collection,
with most cases caused by DENV2 (61.7%),
followed by DENV3 (30%). The researchers
measured different kinds of antibodies in
the samples: EDE-like antibodies
(targetting envelope dimer epitopes);
neutralising antibodies (which can block
infection by mature, fully formed viruses);
and binding antibodies (those that attach
to parts of the E protein without
necessarily blocking infection).

The study focused on the children who
had had evidence of at least two prior
DENV infections (those with “secondary
immunity”) at the baseline. They followed
up with the cohort up to October 31, 2022,
to check how many with secondary
immunity went on to develop dengue
between the follow-up sample collection
and the study closure date. All the samples
were analysed in vaccinated and
unvaccinated children in this subgroup in
an attempt to reveal the true predictors of
protection.

More protective against disease
The study’s findings illuminated the role of
EDE-like antibodies in the protective
response.

Specifically, the researchers found that

EDE-like antibodies explained
42% to 65% of the protective
effect of virus-neutralising
antibodies and 41% to 75% of the
effect of E protein-binding
antibodies. This suggests that

El ke antibodies are a
primary, underlying determinant

EDE:-like antibodies were highly prevalent
in children with secondary DENV
immunity, with 81.8% to 90.1% of
participants having detectable levels. This
was in stark contrast to individuals with
only primary DENV immunity, where
EDE-like antibodies were largely absent
(detected in only 4% to 12% of cases). This
suggests EDE-like antibodies are a
hallmark of established immunity against
dengue. The magnitude of EDE-like
antibodies was also strongly and
consistently correlated with broad
neutralisation of all four mature DENV
serotypes, indicating that these
antibodies are crucial for widespread
protection rather than just against a single
serotype.

The study observed that both natural
DENV infection — due to the large
outbreak during the study period - and
vaccination significantly boosted EDE-like
antibodies as well as general
DENV-binding and neutralising
antibodies. This effect was evident even in
children who already possessed strong
secondary immunity.

Crucially, higher levels of EDE-like
antibodies were consistently associated
with lower odds of symptomatic dengue,
dengue with warning signs, and dengue
requiring hospitalisation. This protective
effect was observed across multiple
serotypes, demonstrating both
serotype-specific and cross-reactive
benefits. However, EDE-like antibodies
had limited protective effects against viral
replication. Thus, they were less
protective against new infections but
more protective against disease,
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especially severe disease.

Perhaps the most significant finding
was that EDE-like antibodies didn’t just
correlate with protection: they
statistically explained a substantial
portion of the protective effect seen with
other mature virus-neutralising and
E-binding antibodies. That is, when
EDE-like antibodies were factored into
statistical models, the protective effect of
other antibodies was significantly
diminished, while EDE-like antibodies
remained strongly associated with
protection.

Specifically, EDE-like antibodies
explained 42% to 65% of the protective
effect attributed to mature
virus-neutralising antibodies and 41% to
75% of the effect of general E
protein-binding antibodies. This
observation strongly suggested that
EDE-like antibodies are a primary,
underlying determinant of broad,
cross-reactive immunity against dengue.

Limitations and the future

Although the study had some limitations,
such as a relatively small number of
dengue cases for assessing protection
against all four serotypes and a limited
panel of monoclonal antibodies used for
characterisation, it nonetheless marked a
significant advance in the fight against
dengue. The team provided a clearer
understanding of the immune responses
that truly protect against this debilitating
disease. EDE-like antibodies also helped
explain how neutralising and binding
antibodies contributed to protection.

Further research will be essential to
formally validate EDE-like antibodies as
reliable indicators of protection for
vaccine efficacy trials. If this is validated,
researchers will be able to design vaccines
that specifically elicit high levels of
EDE-like antibodies and thus better
protect against dengue.

(Puneet Kumar is a clinician at Kumar
Child Clinic, New Delhi. Vipin M.
Vashishtha is director and paediatrician at
Mangla Hospital and Research Center,
Bijnor. kumarchildclinic@gmail.com,
vipinipsita@gmail.com)
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Landmark study offers new insights into what protects
against dengue

9 W 9T A AT AeE AT €, $H I 9T IOCHIVT YT Fild
aTelT Hged ol HETTT

¢ Developing a universal vaccine is challenging due to the complex immune
mechanisms.

o wraslfAE dde e s sfeer afawem @ & wRoT geldeT

¢ In dengue virus cases, the initial immunity after the first infection increases the risk
of severe disease, rather than conferring protection.

o ST ARRH & AHC A, T HHAVT & 16 hT TRIFeh FTRET, G&T & & ol e
A 1 @RT T SN &

e This happens when a person is infected a second time with a different serotype.

o W1 AT EIAT § SIS il @ R TR 37691 HRIETST & HhHUT BT & |

Specific components of the immune response in dengue

391 3 wferan wfafisar & Rftre aew

e The specific components of the immune response in a human body that protect
against a dengue virus (DENV) infection and the subsequent illness remain unclear.

ATeTd R A 397 aR—IH (DENV) HHHAUT 3R 3He a1 glel dTell STARY § &=l aTel
gfare ufafhar & Afdse g 313 off Tose 8T &

e Scientists are still trying to understand how natural infection and vaccination protect
people so that they can develop better vaccines.

aaTfeten 31efT ot 7g A hY HITRILr T T@ & Foh Trepfeteh TshaoT 3R rehreheor &
ot &Y T&T a3l €, drfeh 3 agaw & fasfld &t &

e A novel study has revealed important insights into developing strong immunity
against DENV, which is otherwise quite complex.

Teh AdIeT IrEATT o DENV & &l ST TTAET [dehffd et 7 FAgcaqul
SATTRINAT ISR I &, S 3T AT T STl gl

o Researchers from the US and the Philippines have identified specific antibodies,
known as envelope dimer epitope (EDE)-like antibodies, as the key for building
broad, cross-serotype immunity following natural infection or vaccination.

AR 3 el & eershc3it & wedeT SR vieIT (EDE)-Hger Tdarsr &l
AT, FI-HRICTST TFRET Solel T FHofl & § H Tgerelm g1
o The findings, published recently in Science Translational Medicine, represent a

significant step forward in understanding dengue immunity and could lead to more
effective therapeutics.

WS graaereTe AR 7 gret & A yamfAa fses Sop wfaen # gs= A v
FgcaquT shea § 3R 7g 3 gerret 3TARY A 31X o 57 T E

Disease burden and dengue vaccines

T 7 N3 3R S A
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Dengue is a major global health challenge caused by any of four DENV serotypes
(DENV1 to DENV4).

S TN DENV HR1ersd (DENV1 & DENVA4) & faell tar @ glet arelt vah W aftaes
ALY Flel g

It is the most common vector-borne viral disease, with half of the world’s
population at risk, especially in Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

g T 37TH dTgh-Siialcd drEel START 8, Traa gferam i ameft el TR A ¢,
G ERoT-qd i, e 3 3R

According to one large study in 2013, the economic burden of dengue in Southeast

Asia is higher than that of 17 other conditions, including Japanese encephalitis,
upper respiratory infections, and hepatitis B.

2013 & Teh 93 LAY o 3eJHR, GRATOT-Gd THRIAT & 397 7 3111k ST 17 3+
Rt & 318 §, ST ST T aharsied, FURT 88T HshatoT 3R guersfed o
enfaer g1
Developing a universally effective vaccine has proven difficult due to complex
immune mechanisms.

mmwméwmﬁﬁmmﬂqmmmmmmﬁagm
gl

In DENV cases, primary immunity after the first infection paradoxically increases
the risk of severe disease during a second infection with a different serotype.

DENV HTHeIT H, Tgell HshAuT & aTg T Frafie afavet gl R 36T dRiesy @
AT @ W IR AR F ST A Jo1 S B

This phenomenon, called antibody-dependent enhancement, happens when non-
neutralising antibodies bind to partially immature virus particles, helping them enter
immune cells and worsening infection.

=0 e I TaRY-MeR geflr et oaT €, S a9 g § S IR-rgarsTonT vty
RIS T F IIRYFT IR FHUN A J3HT 3o TTRET AR 7 FAA A H e
AT § 3R ThaAUT T FeT Sl & |

All severe dengue cases requiring hospitalisation result from such second infections.
T T3 S37 AT THTH 3rETcret 3 #7clt T raeTeher gl §, T gaR HhAv

39 I & |

Since vaccines mimic natural infections, the risk of antibody-dependent enhancement
after the first dose is the main challenge for dengue vaccines.

ek ETeh Tehcteh HhAUT T Hehel d &, SHTAT Tgell TIeh o TG, TerdisI-feiy gefer
T QA Soy et A T Tt B

For this reason, vaccines are usually recommended only for people with prior
exposure to the virus and avoided in dengue-naive individuals.

S8 HROT, Tk AN I FHael 37 elell & T 31q2iffd gid § foies uger ard &
T 81 el g1, AR Sop-Aanige cafFad 7 $E8 a9T e g

After exposure to at least two different DENV serotypes, a person develops
secondary immunity against future disease.

FH T FHH &I AI-3719T DENV ERICIBY & UG & d1G eI TFd HTasT Pl dIHART &
e gfadas afavat fasfad s gl

Currently, two primary dengue vaccines are licensed in some countries: Dengvaxia
and QDENGA.
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TJJHATT H, iw_a"aﬁﬁ # a1 wrufAe SI7 EIehl A1 SSHH e & Dengvaxia 31K
QDENGA|

These vaccines are most effective for individuals who have been exposed to dengue
at least once before vaccination.

I &1k 3T SATFAAT & ToIT Fah T § oo SIenTehi o U Ugel vl H & Teh a S3] &l
9 &1 I |

Laboratory confirmation of a previous dengue infection is required for Dengvaxia
vaccination.

Dengvaxia & EIhIe0T & T fSel SI[ AhHUT I FANMRATAT IO 3HTGT B

Outbreak in Cebu
SEER L]

DENYV is an enveloped virus, meaning it has a protective outer layer. A key
component of this layer is the envelope (E) protein, which is the primary target for
the body’s immune response.

DENV Ueh ARV IR 8, [oraent Acleld ¢ fob S8 Teh FLaTleH e sTedl e gleil
€1 38 W 1 Teh GH{E Teeh Taarq (E) N 8, ST 2RI T wfaet gfafsmar 1 g
& BT &

The E protein is arranged in pairs on the virus surface, creating complex three-
dimensional structures known as quaternary epitopes. EDE is a critical quaternary
epitope and an important target for vaccines and therapeutic antibodies.

E WA ar—Ry $ Idg W sl & gafeyd gidr g, oaa sifes F-3mared saame
AT ¢ et Faret=dt vRieicH @1 STdT 81 EDE Ush AgcaquT &FaTedad) UiieT § 3R
JFieT 7 RfrcdT TAETE) &7 T 38H o8 B

In June 2017, Cebu province in the Philippines offered at least the first dose of a
dengue vaccine to children aged 9-14 years. For the new study, the researchers
recruited and followed a cohort of 2,996 such children. Of them, 1,782 received the
first dose of the vaccine, and the rest remained unvaccinated.

STeT 2017 &, ol & A W H 9-14 9§ & el 1 &l § HH SI[ deFdle &l Tgoll
G &Y TG | AV HEATA & foIT, MUhc3i o OF 2,996 s<ii T Teh Hefg MAe foram
3R 3T W) AR T | ST 1,782 T derdiied T Tgell GTeh &1 18 3R q1eh ToaAm Jerdlier
& T

The researchers collected baseline blood samples one month before the vaccination
campaign and follow-up samples 17—-28 months after the campaign.

QAMeTeRAT3T o derdieret AT @ Teh ATE Ugel MURS T & A1 3 3HTHATT &
17-28 ATE SI¢, 3HeJd il AH Tehd fhU|

There had been an unusually large dengue outbreak in Cebu between the baseline

and follow-up sample collection, with most cases caused by DENV2 (61.7%),
followed by DENV3 (30%).

TR AR el AFA o TG b ST We H HAAT T H T 3] Fehid 3T,
et 31feeRTer AT DENV2 (61.7%) & SRUT 3R 38 a1 DENV3 (30%) & HROT |
The researchers measured different kinds of antibodies in the samples: EDE-like
antibodies (targeting envelope dimer epitopes); neutralising antibodies (which can

block infection by mature, fully formed viruses); and binding antibodies (those that
attach to parts of the E protein without necessarily blocking infection).
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MEHAT3TT o e 7 fafdtest JrR T GEaTSY AT EDE-stHY Téiarst (Taeld sTge
TRICIT Y o8 et aTell); sggaTstoreT Cearst (S aRued 3R U g ot aRRE ¥
HehOT &l Ak Fehell §); 3R AT Tdara) (S E TN & edll @ sl § Aot
HhaTUT T AehedT ITIRTS Al )|

The study focused on the children who had had evidence of at least two prior DENV
infections (secondary immunity) at the baseline. They followed up with the cohort
up to October 31, 2022, to check how many with secondary immunity went on to
develop dengue between the follow-up sample collection and the study closure date.

HEFYT o 3T Sl W AT hiaed (AT ToTeTd TR FAX I HH & A & g9 DENV
HShAUT o FATOT I (gfachiaes wfavet)| 3wl 31 IrFga¥ 2022 Teh HHE I IR0

e arfer I @ ot &k foh gfaciiareh SfeReT arel fohcel st sl 3efarcil ST Tare
3R 3reret T FATea fafr & s oy gam

All the samples were analysed in vaccinated and unvaccinated children in this
subgroup in an attempt to reveal the true predictors of protection.

SH 39HHE H GHT A1 T [ALT0T derellet ofemC 910 3T AT derelleT arel sre=it 3 famam

?MTHI%@T&%TQ? grEdfden ‘-I‘\dclogd-llo-lch HEhT T IT I3TRAT ST Th |

EDE-like antibodies were highly prevalent in children with secondary DENV
immunity (81.8%-90.1%), but largely absent in primary immunity cases (4%-12%).
EDE-SHt Téamal gfaciaes DENV UfcRaTr atel seai # At I1s 915 (81.8%-—
90.1%), olfeheT TTTHeh FIARET HTHIT 7 BT §& cleh I T (4%—12%)|

The magnitude of EDE-like antibodies was strongly correlated with broad

neutralisation of all four mature DENV serotypes, showing their role in widespread
protection.

EDE-SIHY UEraTsY &t AT AT Heft TR ausra DENV HRICISTH & SaTq& sgargorere
T TG HET AT, SiY SATeh FI&TT 7 Sofehl ${fAhT T STl B

Both natural infection (during the outbreak) and vaccination significantly boosted
EDE-like, general DENV-binding, and neutralising antibodies — even in children with
strong secondary immunity.

STehfcleh HehHUT (FhTT o alTeT) X deFefleT Gl o EDE-SIelY, HIATed DENV-argfser
3R FggasTorer TR 7 Seeiae i Jeftr it — FgT de o AT afadias gfavet
arel ST # 8|
Higher levels of EDE-like antibodies were associated with lower odds of
symptomatic dengue, dengue with warning signs, and hospitalisation.

EDE-SI¥HY TEISTST o1 3T T} F&TOrYFd S91, Aaraeit Wehal arelT 397, 3R 3reqarer &
$relf glet ST FATTT T A FLeT A ST AT

EDE-like antibodies had limited protection against viral replication — less
protection from new infections but stronger protection from severe disease.

EDE-SI¥ Téiaist 7 araer faspfar & e difAa gram & — v dsnaott & 7
GR&TT cifeheT 18R SARY & 31fereh g
EDE-like antibodies explained 42%-65% of the protective effect of mature virus-

neutralising antibodies and 41%-75% of the effect of general E protein-binding
antibodies.

EDE-SIE TEeTEr o IRUera aRRE-mgg TS ISiaT TESTST o FRaTcHh FeTd T 42%—
65% 3T ATATTT E MEA-aTS39T UEIETaT o YT T 41%—75% THSTAT
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o This suggested that EDE-like antibodies are a primary underlying determinant of
broad, cross-reactive immunity against dengue.

SHY Tl el § fF EDE-SHHT TEIaTsY 397 & f&eles camves, shra-Rufded wfava
TR affed AU €1

e Study limitations: small number of dengue cases for assessing all four serotypes, and
a limited panel of monoclonal antibodies used for characterisation.

eI T HATT: T TR ARICTSTH 1 3HTeholed et o [T ST ATHAT Sl HEAT A
oY, 3 AT & fAT HAiFaide Téarsr &1 TfAT Uae sEaaTe fhar |

e Future direction: Validate EDE-like antibodies as reliable indicators of protection for
vaccine trials; design vaccines to elicit high EDE-like antibody levels for better
dengue protection.

sTfersar b feem: EDE-SHT TeTaTs) bl derdlet qlieTuil o forw gt & fareawelir T
F TG H AT T, VT JFET JIR AT ST EDE-SIEY TEET8) &l 3T TR 3cTeed Y
dTfeh S & SgcX GI&T &l Heh|

Dengue

o Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral infection caused by the Dengue virus (DENV), which has
four distinct serotypes (DENV-1, DENV-2, DENV-3, DENV-4).
o Classification:
o Acute viral disease.
o Notifiable disease in India under the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
(IDSP).
e WHO Category: Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD).

Causative Agent & Vector

o Causative Agent: Dengue virus, genus Flavivirus, family Flaviviridae.

e Vector: Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus mosquitoes.
o Biting Time: Day-biting, especially early morning and late afternoon.
o Breeding Sites: Artificial water containers, stagnant clean water.

3. Transmission

e Vector-borne: Human — Mosquito — Human cycle.
e Incubation Period: 4—10 days after the bite of an infected mosquito.
o Vertical transmission (mother to fetus) possible but rare.

WHO classifies dengue into:

1. Dengue without warning signs
o Fever, rash, muscle/joint pain (“breakbone fever”), headache, nausea.
2. Dengue with warning signs
o Abdominal pain, persistent vomiting, mucosal bleeding, liver enlargement, lethargy.
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3. Severe Dengue (Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever / Dengue Shock Syndrome)

o Plasma leakage, severe bleeding, organ impairment.

5. Diagnosis

e Clinical: Based on symptoms and epidemiological link during outbreak.
e Laboratory:

o NS1 Antigen Test (within first 5 days).

o IgM ELISA (after day 5).

o Platelet count monitoring (thrombocytopenia).

6. Treatment

¢ No specific antiviral treatment.
e Supportive care:
o Oral/lV fluid therapy.
o Antipyretics (paracetamol only; avoid aspirin/NSAIDs to prevent bleeding risk).

o Platelet transfusion if severe thrombocytopenia with active bleeding.

7. Prevention & Control

e Vector Control:
o Source reduction (remove stagnant water).
o Larvicidal measures (temephos, Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis).

o Adult mosquito control (fogging).
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e Personal Protection:

o Use of mosquito nets, repellents, full-sleeve clothing.

e Community Awareness:

o “Dry Day” campaigns.

o Information through IEC (Information, Education, Communication) activities.

e Vaccination: CYD-TDV (Dengvaxia) approved in some countries, but not part of India’s
universal immunization due to safety concerns.

A peacock displays its plumage. PTI

Peacock feathers
can behave like
small lasers,
researchers say

Vasudevan Mukunth

eacock tail feathers are famous for
P their shimmering eyespots —

features packed with microscopic
rods and layers that reflect certain colours
but not others.

In a recent study, scientists from three
universities in the U.S. have found that
when peacock features are soaked in a
common laser dye called rhodamine 6G,
the feathers’ inner structure behaves like
a laser cavity, bouncing light back and
forth, amplifying it before letting it escape
to the outside.

In other words, peacock feathers can
emit narrow beams of light like a laser.

The findings were published in
Scientific Reports.

The research team also reported that
the exact colours of the light that escape
could reveal hidden patterns inside the
feathers that are otherwise hard to see
with normal microscopes.

After obtaining natural peacock
feathers, the researchers repeatedly
wetted the eyespot with a strong solution
of rhodamine 6G in alcohol and water,
letting it dry between rounds. This cycling
helped the dye and solvent move into the
diminutive keratin structures in the
features, slowly loosening the fibrous
material inside.

They first measured how different
parts of the eyespot reflected light to
understand the feather’s in-built color
bands. Then they aimed short, intense
green laser pulses at the dyed feathers
and recorded the emitted light with a
spectrometer while carefully tracking the
pump energy. They also captured
microscope images to relate the feathers”
appearance to their optical behaviour.

Scientists have found that when
peacock features are soaked in

rhodamine 6G, they behave like a
laser cavity. bouncing light back

and forth, amplifving it before
letting it escape to the outside

Nothing special happened after a single
stain. But after multiple wet/dry cycles,
the team pumped the sample feathers
with laser light while they were still wet,
and sharp, narrow emission lines
appeared - clear signs that the feathers
were bouncing some frequencies of light
back and forth, rather than simply
glowing.

Strikingly, the researchers found the
same two wavelengths kept showing up in
the data — around 574 nm and 583 nm —
across all the main coloured parts of the
eyespot, whether blue, green, yellow, or
brown.

They measured how quickly each
sharp colour brightened as they turned
up the laser power, and how much power
it took before a colour suddenly became
strong. The “how quickly it brightens™
part is called slope efficiency, and the
“how much power it takes to turn on” is
the threshold.

Which colour won depended on where
they looked on the feather. In the
browner areas, the 583 nm colour
brightened the fastest once the laser came
on. In the yellower areas, the 574 nm
colour was stronger.

As for the thresholds: the researchers
found that the 574 nm colour took about
170 and 100 microjoules per square mm
in the brown and yellow areas,
respectively. Likewise, the 583 nm colour
took about 380 and 290 microjoules per
square mm in the same areas. In other
words, the yellower areas needed less
power to emit the 574 nm colour, whereas
the browner areas favoured the 583 nm
line but needed more power to emit it.

Overall, the greener areas tended to
glow the strongest. This was expected
because the rhodamine 6G dye absorbs
green light well, then reemits light in the
yellow-orange range.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Peacock feathers can behave
like small lasers, researchers
say

AR F 9T B A FY dIg STIER
FT THS §, MUHAT3it &7 FgaT &

Peacock tail feathers laser study

AR & Y & q@l W olol e

o Peacock tail feathers are famous for their
shimmering eyespots — features packed with
microscopic rods and layers that reflect certain
colours but not others.

HR ) B & T@ 39 THF §U ATEFIEH & fow
affey § — fSieTal geaesll ot 3R wat @ ol
TIATE Bl § S e {311 bl oRrarfelel adelt § olfehet
37T Al

e In arecent study, scientists from three
universities in the U.S. have found that when
peacock features are soaked in a common laser
dye called rhodamine 6G, the feathers’ inner
structure behaves like a laser cavity, bouncing

light back and forth, amplifying it before letting it
escape to the outside.

gTeT & Ueh 31eTeT H, AR T et faratacarerar

& FAIfART o 9T foh ST AR & UWT HF Thodamine 6G ATHH Teh TTHY ook 318 7
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fRMAT ST &, O 9@1 ¥ IR GITT Teh doiX HIAd) Y e STagR Hdr g, S
ThTeT Sl ATI-UIS 3BTeldl &, 38 Jaldl & 3R [T e Aot ST &1

In other words, peacock feathers can emit narrow beams of light like a laser.

GEY Aeal H, AR & GW Ueh A T ¥ HehoT Fehrer ol Scaford & Hendl ¢ |

The findings were published in Scientific Reports.

I sy wrgfefhe Ravéa & gyemfia gul

The research team also reported that the exact colours of the light that escape could

reveal hidden patterns inside the feathers that are otherwise hard to see with normal
microscopes.

eMer cof ¥ Ig off I o 18T Asheley arell V2 & Tée T 9@ & 3ieT 3 oo &t
Yehe X Hehel o, Tolos ATHT HTSHITHIT ST HTRehol BIcll &

After obtaining natural peacock feathers, the researchers repeatedly wetted the
eyespots with a strong solution of rhodamine 6G in alcohol and water, letting it dry
between rounds.

STehfcieh HIX o U YTl el oh ST, M3 o HEEITCH I Jeehigel AR areh &

Thodamine 6G & Teh Holgd BleT & IR-TR el fohdr, 3R Tedsh IR g@=i feam|

This cycling helped the dye and solvent move into the diminutive keratin structures
in the feathers, slowly loosening the fibrous material inside.

$H T = 315 3R faerae 1 gl $r gar Ffes Gea=it & ol & FAeg &I, fFaad
37eX T WK Yery &R-4X el &1 aram|

They first measured how different parts of the eyespots reflected light to understand
the feather’s in-built colour bands.

3ogiel Ugel Tg AT o T$TATeH & A= HIT Yahrer &l hal Wrafcld i & dTfeh
9T & AAfATHT 9T 53 FT THST I Toh |
Then they aimed short, intense green laser pulses at the dyed feathers and

recorded the emitted light with a spectrometer while carefully tracking the pump
energy.

fhT 3egioY T gU @l aX DY), cffer et |o T STell 3R Terglefe & 3cafaid
1l 1 Nepis fomarm, STafer o0 Feft st draemsiigdes ¢ R

They also captured microscope images to relate the feathers’ appearance to their
optical behaviour.

Jogiol 9@l Fr 3ufEAfa Y 3% vl cuagR & isa & fov Arsseny ofaar s
Ul

Nothing special happened after a single stain.

Teh IR T o S O W 761 g3

But after multiple wet/dry cycles, the team pumped the sample feathers with laser
light while they were still wet, and sharp, narrow emission lines appeared — clear

signs that the feathers were bouncing some frequencies of light back and forth,
rather than simply glowing.

Afehet & T IMell/HET h & §1G, ETH 7 AT GET hl A THRI § T« U9 fohar oia
3781 ofr afrer 2, 31 a1, ThIOT Scaere Y@ fe@rs & — I Tuse dohd AT Tk I dhde
T g1 ¢ & dfeh T THhRI INGRAT 1 3T-NS 387 © A

Strikingly, the researchers found the same two wavelengths kept showing up in the

data — around 574 nm and 583 nm — across all the main coloured parts of the
eyespot, whether blue, green, yellow, or brown.
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RIS T I, AMeThT3il o arar ok 3eT & Jg) af o &6 TR-aR e@rs &t off —

TSI 574 nm 3R 583 nm — TIE ITSEUTC hT HT T =TelT, BT, el AT $T &

e They measured how quickly each sharp colour brightened as they turned up the laser
power, and how much power it took before a colour suddenly became strong.

3ogiel Ig AT foh JIoiX 2ATFT FeTet I Tl ol 3T fohdeil STea! IHehdT g, 3R fhar
T & 3Teleh AT Blet @ gl fehclell QIfeFet hl TR Bl B

e The “how quickly it brightens” part is called slope efficiency, and the “how much
power it takes to turn on” is the threshold.

H fordelr AfFd oTeTclt &7 f Y2Mes gl AT ¢ |
e Which colour won depended on where they looked on the feather.

et TT W1 ST, Ig 30 W IR FXar o1 F 3 7@ & 5 e dre@ @ U

o In the browner areas, the 583 nm colour brightened the fastest once the laser came
on.

3 &T1 &, 583 nm 3T ISR dTef 81t &1 A doil & THT 27|

¢ Inthe yellower areas, the 574 nm colour was stronger.
drel 8141 #, 574 nm 7 3fEF AT |

e As for the thresholds: the researchers found that the 574 nm colour took about 170
and 100 microjoules per square mm in the brown and yellow areas, respectively.

92Mes & ATHS H: ATTHATHT o 9T foh 574 nm 37 1 Y 3R Aol 8131 H A
FIITHIT 170 3R 100 ATSHIS[S Tfer a9t FAFHY & 3aegenr gidr 1|

e Likewise, the 583 nm colour took about 380 and 290 microjoules per square mm in
the same areas.

53T X, 583 nm LT T 3og1 &1 & ST 380 3R 290 ATFHIS[ gfer ot A Hr

3TIRIHT it AT

e In other words, the yellower areas needed less power to emit the 574 nm colour,
whereas the browner areas favoured the 583 nm line but needed more power to emit
it.
GaX real #, diel &A1 Y 574 nm T 3cATSI i & [T & ATl T TG eha il
oY, STafer Y &¥41 3 583 nm W18 Sl FrATHSAT & ST &Y olfehed 38 IcdTold el &

forT 31f8es erferd aTfgw g 2|
e Overall, the greener areas tended to glow the strongest.
HHI T Y, gL 8T o 3T THGhd U

e This was expected because the rhodamine 6G dye absorbs green light well, then
reemits light in the yellow-orange range.

g 31ferT U7 Fifeh Thodamine 6G 315 &Y WehIT ! 3TeST dig AT Tt & 3K
T rol-ARaT HAT F Jehrer &l IoT: Sehfold il 1

e LASER stands for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation.

Page58

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

o A device that emits light through a process based on stimulated emission,
producing highly coherent, monochromatic, and directional light.

2. Basic Principle

o Stimulated Emission (proposed by Albert Einstein in 1917):

o When an excited atom or molecule is struck by a photon of a specific
energy, it can emit another photon with the same phase, frequency,
direction, and polarization.

o Population Inversion:

o A condition where more atoms are in an excited state than in the ground
state—necessary for laser action.

o Optical Cavity:

o Mirrors placed at both ends of the gain medium reflect photons back and
forth, amplifying them.

Key Characteristics of Laser Light

e Monochromatic — Single wavelength.
e Coherent — Waves are in phase.

o Highly directional — Narrow beam spread.

High intensity — Can be concentrated on a small area.
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Vehicle owners deserve support on use
of ethanol-blended fuel

he downsides to ethanol use when com-
pared to petrol are well known, including
in the U.S. and Brazil, that have led in eth-
anol blending. But the engineering behind the
safe and efficient use of ethanol-blended petrol,
from 5% to 100%, is established too. Ethanol
blending began as a response to the oil shock of
the 1970s. Ethanol has also been pushed as car-
bon neutral. For India, however, the clinching ar-
gument is import substitution and lower price.
The government’s case is that ethanol blending
up to 20% can ensure $10 billion being put in In-
dian pockets every year. But, the benefits will be
uneven for farmers, traders and distillers. India’s
case hinges on increasing use of C-heavy molass-
es that are not used for sugar making, using bro-
ken rice that otherwise rots in godowns, and on
ramping up acreage and productivity of maize
that is agriculturally less demanding. These are
supposed to set off food security concerns. Once
the ethanol economy is fully established, howev-
er, it may be tough to prioritise food stocks over
the interests of stakeholders in case of shortages
and imbalances. Import substitution figures can
be dented by import of farm inputs such as fertil-
izers that have a forex outgo of $10 billion.
Ethanol has an efficiency penalty - it can af-
fect material durability and corrode fuel han-
dling systems. But, global studies have shown
that vehicles manufactured as per Euro 2, U.S.
Tier 1 and India’s BS 2 norms (in force since 2001)
are compatible for ethanol use up to Ei5. The
closed loop fuel control systems mandated to
control fuel burning and keeping emissions
down in BS 2 can help to mitigate efficiency and
durability penalties of ethanol and the upgraded
materials in BS 2 can help to reduce corrosion. In
addition, as per norms, India’s vehicles sold since
2023 are committed to handle up to E20 alth-
ough questions arise over the impact on the mass
of older vehicles. And what is not helping is that
in India there is no choice for consumers. Also,
any reduction in price claimed earlier does not
seem to be reflected in the bunk. Meanwhile, In-
dia has adopted two ethanol-specific norms and
is expected to come up with E27, taking a cue
from Brazil. While the government insists that its
research indicates no harm, what would really
help is full disclosure by automakers on their past
brands even as they are announcing models that
can accept any level of ethanol. For instance,
some models sold some five years ago accepted
only E5. Manufacturers should indicate possible
mitigation routes for such models. And the go-
vernment must back insurance claims. Transpa-
rencv shonld sunnort nolicy maoves.

Assuaging concerns
RIama #r g FI
e Vehicle owners deserve support on use of ethanol-

blended fuel.
o dTEd HAlfor TYATA-RABT §4a & 3T ) g7TT &

SR
Downsides to Ethanol Use Compared to Petrol

YN Y JololT 7 Tl ITANT F THATA

e The downsides to ethanol use when compared to
petrol are well known, including in the U.S. and Brazil,
that have led in ethanol blending. But the engineering
behind the safe and efficient use of ethanol-blended petrol,
from 5% to 100%, is established too.

STl T Jolell H TS F 3TANT & Il el alg &
a1 & Sed 5115 &1 Jfha 5% ¥ 100% de vdaTa-AfAT
UETeT o FRT&TCT X HereT 3TN & U1 T Soffargiiar ot
TR &

« Ethanol blending began as a response to the oil
shock of the 1970s. Ethanol has also been pushed as
carbon neutral. For India, however, the clinching
argument is import substitution and lower price.

TYaATer AT Y YEITT 1970 F A HHE & STa1d & &I A
&S | TUATS Y Predel #qgel o &9 3 + Forar ferm AT B
glelifeh, 3R & ToIv, AU o JmaTe wfawamae 3K &
AT

e The government’s case is that ethanol blending up to
20% can ensure $10 billion being put in Indian pockets
every year. But, the benefits will be uneven for farmers,
traders and distillers.

AR AT FgelT ¢ o 20% dF TUeATel [HAH0T H & A1l 10
I ST’ HRAAT T AT & 57T Tord &1 Afhe, 3T arey
framat, saraRat 3R BffeeRt & fow 3ra#Am gt

e India’s case hinges on increasing use of C-heavy
molasses that are not used for sugar making, using
broken rice that otherwise rots in godowns, and on

ramping up acreage and productivity of maize that is
agriculturally less demanding.

HR T ATHAT C-AHY R & Tod 3TN W TR g, S
rfY FeTeT 3 ST TET G, ZET GIHT ATl S e MerA
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# H ST 7, 3R AT & e 3N 3cUIGHAT 1 §el 0T, ST Hi¥ i gfite & & AT

arelr g

These are supposed to set off food security concerns. Once the ethanol economy
is fully established, however, it may be tough to prioritise food stocks over the
interests of stakeholders in case of shortages and imbalances.

ST WIeH FI&T ATt 1 g F:Xe 1 37e1e B | §Telifeh, Ueh aR TUeier 3regaedr i
e TR 81 ST W, Fot 3R 3reret 1 Rl 7 Rauret & Rt & 31 @z
BR P UTATHBAT ST HideT & el & |

Import substitution figures can be dented by import of farm inputs such as
fertilizers that have a forex outgo of $10 billion.

AT TIAEATIST & 3Hiehs IAHT 518 FT FAE & AT § T & Hehed ©, Tolel T
10 3R sTer 1 faeel Her T gl &

Ethanol has an efficiency penalty — it can affect material durability and corrode
fuel handling systems. But, global studies have shown that vehicles manufactured
as per Euro 2, U.S. Tier 1 and India’s BS 2 norms (in force since 2001) are
compatible for ethanol use up to E15.

AT H &TdT &8 § — I AT Y RF1F9eT ! ganfaa o Torar & 3R Serer Esfaor
RFea 1 SoT ST ehelT &1 oifehet, AfRaeh 3reaa=l @ odr Ter ¢ f&F I 2, 3rafe feax
1 3R IR & BS 2 ATTHI (ST 2001 & ] &) & 37ER A fF T arget E15 deh ATl
39T & AT 3e7el £

The closed loop fuel control systems mandated to control fuel burning and
keeping emissions down in BS 2 can help to mitigate efficiency and durability
penalties of ethanol and the upgraded materials in BS 2 can help to reduce
corrosion.

BS 2 #H $¥eT STefel bl AT el 3R 3cholet bl A WA & AT A Feltes o7
IS HEle RIFeH Tt T gaTar AR 59 & &3 #1 HH F H A FX Thdl &
3R BS 2 & 319333 WIHIMN ST T 5 It H FAGE FT Tohell ¢

As per norms, India’s vehicles sold since 2023 are committed to handle up to E20
although questions arise over the impact on the mass of older vehicles.

HTeTehi o 3TN, 2023 W I 7T HRA & dTgeT E20 TToh FHTelol o [T Ficaey &,
gTelifeh Gt aTgell IX THIT I ol HaTel 35 & |

What is not helping is that in India there is no choice for consumers. Also, any
reduction in price claimed earlier does not seem to be reflected in the bunk.

S Acg A8l A TET &, 98 IB & [ IRd & 3usiiaransit & e #1$ fAswew 78T &1 arr 8y,
TEel GTaT T 375 fondlt o1 Hed A Feldr deier 99 # fE@Ts e &l

India has adopted two ethanol-specific norms and is expected to come up with
E27, taking a cue from Brazil.

mﬁﬂu&ﬁa—ﬁﬁwmm%aﬂwmﬁmaﬁ@Eﬂmaﬁrm
gl

While the government insists that its research indicates no harm, what would really
help is full disclosure by automakers on their past brands even as they are
announcing models that can accept any level of ethanol.

STafeh TIHR T el & Toh SHAT AT fohdll SThATT T Hebel AGT ST, AT H
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HESITR g1 Ife; arget FAATAT 319a) It 15 O qut Garar Y, o7el €1 3 0 Alsel Y
HIYUT &Y 3¢ & St fordT 8 TaT &1 vUaTel TR & Thd &l

For instance, some models sold some five years ago accepted only ES.
Manufacturers should indicate possible mitigation routes for such models.

3CTEXT & ToIT, SIIT379T T |l Gg S 1T & HSell of sharel E5 TehX fehar |
T3 & 0 ATl & forw Fenfad TATUT AT §dTe A v|

The government must back insurance claims. Transparency should support policy
moves.

HIHR T AT graY 7 THAT FIAT AT | IRERIAT Ft AT ST T G AT
EUY
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The airline industry’s best kept dirty
secret: sustainable jet-fuel failures

Nearly 20 years after the first commercial flight powered partly by biofuels made the short hop from London to Amsterdam, Reuters found that the

airline induqtn"e plans to go green before regulators start penalising them are little more than a pipe dream; of 165 SAF projects only 36 materialised

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
PARAMOUNT, CALIFORNIA

n 2019, Scott Kirby,
l the chief executive of

United Airlines, hailed
its new contract with green
jet fuel producer World
Energy as an example for
the aviation industry to fol-
low in its drive to cut emis-
sions. Six years later, that
collaboration is dead.

Boston-based ~ World
Energy was one of the first
companies in the world to
produce commercial quan-
tities of sustainable avia-
tion fuel (SAF), a type of re-
newable fuel made from
sources such as used cook-
ing oil, agricultural resi-
dues and other waste.

Its Paramount refinery
near downtown Los An-
geles had been a rare suc-
cess story, supplying mil-
lions of gallons of SAF a
year to airlines such as Un-
ited Airlines and fellow
US. carrier JetBlue Air-
ways. The plant, which be-
gan operations in 2016,
was central to the carriers’
pledges to help the airline
industry switch to a blend
of 10% SAF by the end of
this decade.

Lack of commitment

But the refinery quietly
ceased operations in April.
And World Energy’s plans
for a second plant in Hous-
ton have stalled amid a
lack of commitment from

Drying up: A drone view of World Energy refinery in Paramount, California, U.S. REUTERS

the industry, according to
CEO Gene Gebolys.

“Some airlines were en-
gaged in a pretty disingen-
uous effort to put out press
releases” overstating their
commitment to SAF pro-
jects, Mr. Gebolys said,
without naming any com-
panies. “People sometimes
said too much in the past
and did too little.”

Still, Mr. Gebolys ack-
nowledged some airlines
made a genuine effort to
support SAF producers,
while governments also
needed to step up with
stronger incentives to drive
progress.

The termination of Un-
ited’s fuel purchase con-
tract with World Energy —
and the closure of the Para-
mount refinery — have not
previously been reported.

Aviation sector is yet to
publish comprehensive
roadmap or transparent
database of upcoming
SAF projects that would
allow regulators public
to assess the credibility
of the projections

United Airlines said it
ended relationship with
World Energy “a few years
ago”, without providing a
reason. A JetBlue spokes-
person said World Energy
has been a “valued partn-
er” since 2020 and it will
continue working with the
company.

World Energy’s strug-
gles mirror the plight of do-
zens of clean fuel startups,

according to a Reuters re-
view of the sector.

Nearly 20 years after the
first commercial flight po-
wered partly by biofuels
made the short hop from
London to Amsterdam,
Reuters found airline in-
dustry’s plans to go green
before regulators start pe-
nalising them are little
more than a pipe dream.

No clear pathway
The International Air Tran-
sport Association (IATA), a
global body that represents
340 airlines, forecasts SAF
will account for 0.7% of to-
tal jet fuel this year, up
from 0.3% in 2024. Air pas-
senger traffic, meanwhile,
is expected to rise 6% this
year, IATA says.

IATA has set a goal of net
zero emissions by 2050, a

target that would require
airlines to ramp up SAF use
to 118 billion gallons an-
nually, a more than 300-
fold increase from current
production.

Airline industry leaders
point to a wave of new SAF
initiatives they say will
spark a boom similar to the
rapid rise of electric vehi-
cles and solar energy.

However, the aviation
sector is yet to publish a
comprehensive roadmap
or a transparent database
of upcoming SAF projects
that would allow regula-
tors and public to assess
credibility of the
projections.

To scrutinise the indu-
try’s claims, Reuters built
its own database of airline
SAF initiatives - offering the
most comprehensive view
yet of the sector’s faltering
green progress and reveal-
ing that the industry has
no clear pathway to hitting
net zero targets.

While airlines have an-
nounced 165 SAF projects
over the past 12 years, only
36 have materialised, Reu-
ters found. Among those,
Reuters uncovered pro-
blems at three of the lar-
gest — including World
Energy — that exemplify
the systemic challenges
plaguing the SAF sector.

Of the remaining pro-
jects, 23 have been aban-
doned, 27 are delayed or
on indefinite hold, 31 have
yet to produce any fuel,
and 4 are SAF credit deals,
where no physical fuel is

delivered. For the other 44
projects, Reuters was un-
able to find any public up-
dates since their initial
announcements.

If all the pending pro-
jects announced by airlines
reached the maximum po-
tential, it would only add 12
billion gallons of SAF pro-
duction, the Reuters analy-
sis found. That’s about 10%
of what’s needed to hit the
net zero target. Airlines pin
the problems on the oil in-
dustry, saying it isn’t pro-
ducing enough fuel.

“These guys are the
cause of the problem, and
they’ve got to start playing
their part,” said Willie
Walsh, director of IATA,
the global airline lobby,
and a former CEO of British
Airways and its parent In-
ternational Airlines Group .

At the moment, SAF
costs three to five times
more than jet fuel and
some oil firm executives ar-
gue there is limited de-
mand from airlines at cur-
rent prices. “I'd like there
to be a shortage. I actually
see an overcapacity,” Ber-
nard Pinatel, head of
downstream and market-
ing and services at TotalE-
nergies, told the press.

The Paramount refin-
ery, which used cooking oil
and animal fat from a local
abattoir to make fuel, re-
peatedly stumbled in its ef-
forts to expand and all 35
employees were laid off in
April, two sources with di-
rect knowledge of the mat-
ter said.

The airline industry’s best kept dirty secret: sustainable
jet-fuel failures

TS ST T T TUT §3T 3171 T: fEah1s Segue

4

A heldIv

Nearly 20 years after the first commercial flight powered partly by biofuels

made the short hop from London to Amsterdam, Reuters found that the airline

industry’s plans to go green before regulators start penalising them are little
more than a pipe dream; of 165 SAF projects only 36 materialised.

TSI 20 AT G, T Tgell Ao dF I3 HAF T F TR & HaIfod gt
dad A TFHeEH 1§ oY, WA o T o veRanse g & i g i g,

T GarT ST Feet & uge, HES U WU 8; 165 SAF aRANS3it 7 & Faer 36
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In 2019, Scott Kirby, the chief executive of United Airlines, hailed its new contract
with green jet fuel producer World Energy as an example for the aviation industry to
follow in its drive to cut emissions. Six years later, that collaboration is dead.

2019 #, TATSS TAXATSH & ALY HrIhNT FHIC fhdl o ae8 Tetslt A1He el Sic U
TAHTAT & 1Y 30 ST ST T TRAAT T, S ScHolol DA Hiel HI (G & [GATToT

31T & TAIT Teh 3GT8X0T SdT| B AT d1G, g HeAIeT AT gl 37|
Boston-based World Energy was one of the first companies in the world to produce
commercial quantities of sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), a type of renewable fuel
made from sources such as used cooking oil, agricultural residues and other waste.

dreee foud 93 TSl gfarar T ugell shufardl # @ v oY forgey anforicass A #
15 RAAATeter $UeT (SAF) &7 3cuest foham, St 9 WIeT TehTel & oel, ¥ 3@ 3R
Hed HAL oI Gl 8 TATAT ST g |

Its Paramount refinery near downtown Los Angeles had been a rare success story,
supplying millions of gallons of SAF a year to airlines such as United Airlines and
JetBlue Airways. The plant, which began operations in 2016, was central to the
carriers’ pledges to help the airline industry switch to a blend of 10% SAF by the end
of this decade.

ST3IET3 A UToed & I T8 sHehT RIATSE RETSeTiY Teh gelst Aholdl & gl
Y, i g Aol a1@ et SAF 1 3] FaTes vaesy 3R Sieed vaRast ora
TITCATS=A1 T Il 2AT| 2016 F FelTeleT YE el dTell Ig Telle, SH &0 o 3id o
TIRATS 3T &l 10% SAF TAH0T 7 st & forw g 2|

Lack of commitment — But the refinery quietly ceased operations in April. And
World Energy’s plans for a second plant in Houston have stalled amid a lack of
commitment from the industry, according to CEO Gene Gebolys.

yfaraeerar 1 FHY — fehet 58 Repreadl o 3riter & qoary Haree dg a1 fear| 3R
WEAHT SAeT AT & HFAR, 3T AT TTATSHAT Y HHT o FRUT EFFEA H GIRT Telie
IATeT Y Tes TeTail ST ATeTall 3T &Y 1S &

“Some airlines were engaged in a pretty disingenuous effort to put out press
releases” overstating their commitment to SAF projects, Mr. Gebolys said, without
naming any companies. “People sometimes said too much in the past and did too
little.”

A AT 7 To=1T et et 1 A1 FoIT g, “FS TIRATSH SAF TRV & iy
39T IfATCHAT I TET-TGTHRT UL Fel o Tolv 9 faATCAIT Y ket F FHIhr SgHATeT
@mﬁ@éﬂﬁl aﬁwa?ﬁﬁﬁa;aﬂmaﬁaiaﬁ?isﬁ?aﬁwmm”

Still, Mr, Gebolys acknowledged some airlines made a genuine effort to support SAF
producers, while governments also needed to step up with stronger incentives to
drive progress.

fohe oft, Al AT & TR R & o Taelgal o SAF AATAT3MT 1 FHLT el
foIT areafae g2 o, STafeh EXhRT st 8 YaTfet &l JoraT &et & TelT Haleld SicdTgsit
& T T3 AT AR TI

The termination of United’s fuel purchase contract with World Energy — and the
closure of the Paramount refinery — have not previously been reported.

IATSES & T8 TeTal! oh A1 S8 Tlie ety T FATCT — AR RrArse Regard
3¢ BlAT — Ugo ROE 78T fonar aram 2|
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United Airlines said it ended its relationship with World Energy “a few years ago”,
without providing a reason. A JetBlue spokesperson said World Energy has been a
“valued partner” since 2020 and it will continue working with the company.

TATSES TALATSH o gl oh 38 “FS Aol Tgol” o8 Tealt o AL HIL FATCT & feT
&, T3 HROT TATT| Teh AEee] Tl o &gl [ 2020 § I8 Tefslt Ueh “FHoAdTe
sefie” €Y & 30X 9=l & AT T SR I

World Energy’s struggles mirror the plight of dozens of clean fuel startups,
according to a Reuters review of the sector.

Uaed $T 38 817 T THIET & 3TAR, Io8 Tetsit H FavquT Al gGor Faeo Su
TETEITH T GEAT T 2Tl B

Nearly 20 years after the first commercial flight powered partly by biofuels made the
short hop from London to Amsterdam, Reuters found the airline industry’s plans to
go green before regulators start penalising them are little more than a pipe dream.

SIS 20 AT S1E, ST Tgell ANMOISTH 33T TR T § IRFIA § HATfId gt
WEeT W TFHESH 15 AT, TIEH o I foh TIREATST 36T hl e Elel T JIoTalTe
faTHe! gaRT &f3d et & Ugel Hgol Ush YT & |

No clear pathway

F1E TYST AT AGT

The International Air Transport Association (IATA), a global body that represents
340 airlines, forecasts SAF will account for 0.7% of total jet fuel this year, up from
0.3% in 2024. Air passenger traffic, meanwhile, is expected to rise 6% this year,
IATA says.

eI arg aRassr ¥ (IATA), S 340 TIReEH &1 Sfafafed #e arer v
AfRaeh HaTe+T 8, T IAT ¢ Toh 38 a¥ SAF &l SIc SeeT 1 0.7% g1, it 2024 7
0.3% ¥ 318 §1 38 <, IATA &7 gt & o 38 a¥ garg anl Ardrara & 6% i gefar
gt T 3FAE B

IATA has set a goal of net zero emissions by 2050, a target that would require
airlines to ramp up SAF use to 118 billion gallons annually, a more than 300-fold
increase from current production.

IATA 1 2050 TF sic SIRY 3cHoiel T o6 IWT g, [T folT TIRASH &l SAF 39T
T 9fe I 118 3T AeeT T T YoM, S FTATT Iedrest F 300 T[T A 3170 Hr
ECAREY

Airline industry leaders point to a wave of new SAF initiatives they say will spark a
boom similar to the rapid rise of electric vehicles and solar energy.

TIATS 3T & AcT AT SAF Tgal T Teh oTe T 3R URT d &, il 3eTeh ITER
SolfFee aTgsil 3R TR F31T & ol ¥ Taet ST 3oTer deT |

However, the aviation sector is yet to publish a comprehensive roadmap or a
transparent database of upcoming SAF projects that would allow regulators and the
public to assess the credibility of the projections.

grolifep, TAATTT &1 1 373 I Uah caTueh VST AT 31Ty SAF IRAVSTAT &1
URERAT ST FehTTRIcT hialT STehl &, Forad faraent 3R STeTcll st 31eTATeAT hr
TaRaHAIIdT T 3MTehetel ket T 3eTAT el
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To scrutinise the industry’s claims, Reuters built its own database of airline SAF
initiatives — offering the most comprehensive view yet of the sector’s faltering green
progress and revealing that the industry has no clear pathway to hitting net zero
targets.

3CANIT & gral T ST X o ToIT, AASH o TISA SAF Tgell T 37IIT STy FaATT
— St &35 Y SITHITA R T T 31 Tk T FIH ATk GTSCRIVT TeTed il § 3R
g Uehe T & Toh 3EANT & GTH ¢ STRT &1 I gTTAS el I g TISC AT g1 o |

While airlines have announced 165 SAF projects over the past 12 years, only 36
have materialised, Reuters found.

I & HTaN, el 12 a6t 7 TS o 165 SAF aR@eranait i aiyom i g,
oifehef dharer 36 & TTHR €5 &

Among those, Reuters uncovered problems at three of the largest — including
World Energy — that exemplify the systemic challenges plaguing the SAF sector.

ST W, WaeH o et Fad I8 IRANSTA31 & FAEA3AT b1 Gerrar frar — e aes
uastt 81 2N § — S SAF &1 &l TR el aTell YOTTeleTe Goitferaii 1 geifeh &

Of the remaining projects, 23 have been abandoned, 27 are delayed or on indefinite
hold, 31 have yet to produce any fuel, and 4 are SAF credit deals, where no physical
fuel is delivered. For the other 44 projects, Reuters was unable to find any public
updates since their initial announcements.

Ay aRANSATHT 7 &, 23 1 ois Rar = &, 27 F N @ W e a1 3 3fARaa wa & faw
T g% §, 31 &1 3180 cIeh IS ST AT T 8, 3R 4 SAF Hize wie ¥, fSeret g
qrEdtaesh sereT faaRa =18t fFar Srar 81 3T 44 a3 & fow, e &t 37T
YR V0T & §1G § HIs AldoTieih JISC g [Hell|

If all the pending projects announced by airlines reached their maximum potential, it
would only add 12 billion gallons of SAF production — about 10% of what’s needed

to hit the net zero target. Airlines pin the problems on the oil industry, saying it isn’t
producing enough fuel.

AT TS ZaRT TNV Tl wifereT IRAISHAT 319t TR cTaT &THT cTeh TE = SArell,
dr I hael 12 3R el SAF 3cUTEH NSl — i A SIRT A& Tl JTed el oh folT
3TaRTh T AITHIT 10% & | TIRATSH TATITIT T ST el 3T I BIScl §, T8
e §U foh Tg TS $EeT T ScdTeeT aTel 1 T 8

“These guys are the cause of the problem, and they’ve got to start playing their part,”
said Willie Walsh, director of IATA, the global airline lobby, and a former CEO of
British Airways and its parent International Airlines Group.

‘A ST FHEAT o HRUT &, HR o6 AT BT [HIAT & AT 8191, IATA o f¥eeren
AR AT TS ol & Heed faelt ateer, qur fafeer wavast 3R saeh 7ot Fueh
ST TINATSH 9 & d WS 7 Fg|

At the moment, SAF costs three to five times more than jet fuel and some oil firm
executives argue there is limited demand from airlines at current prices.

fihelgTel, SAF &1 h1ad S $eeT A dfiet { arer 71 318+ ¢ 3R Fo AT el o
HRIFRY ah & & o Fiser HrAat R TIRerg=t A AT AT &

“I'd like there to be a shortage. | actually see an overcapacity,” Bernard Pinatel,
head of downstream and marketing and services at TotalEnergies, told the press.

# g g o el 81| areaa #, 7 31T arraT ST T €, Seaesit & B 3R
TaquTeT T ar3it & voE s Reeer 2 97 Y I
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e The Paramount refinery, which used cooking oil and animal fat from a local abattoir
to make fuel, repeatedly stumbled in its efforts to expand and all 35 employees were
laid off in April, two sources with direct knowledge of the matter said.

RT3 R, S $Ue 9Tl & Tl T FASET & WA Gehlel T ool 3R 9
TET &7 39T A A, AT & varat & TR-IR Al W 33T ardter 7 sas g3fy 35
FHARY TAehTel [GT 7T, TH ATHo! 1 A ST T@ dTel & FAT o I
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